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Sigma Delta Chis, who are 
also members of social fratern- 
ities, know that BALFOUR 
fraternity jewelry is in a class 
by itself, 


ing, National President; R. R. Barlow, Second 
Vischer, National Treasurer; Donald H. Clark, 


Beta Theta Pi, Sigma Chi, Phi 
Gamma Delta, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, Sigma Nu, Delta Up- 
silon, Kappa Sigma, Pi Beta Phi, 
Kappa Alpha Theta, Phi Delta 
Phi, and over seventy other 
social and professional fraterni- 
ties and sororities have ap- 
pointed BALFOUR as SOLE 
OFFICIAL JEWELER. 


Hawley Tap 


: Chester W. Cleveland, Quill Editor; Peter 


Pierrot, National Secretary. 


Descriptive literature of Sigma 
Delta Chi badges and alumni keys 
will be sent upon request, together 
with the 1924 Balfour Blue Book, 
the standard reference for fratern- 
ity jewelry. 


Drips, Alumni Secretary; T. 


E. 


wy 


his Ge: 
Balfour Co. 


Attleboro, Mass. 
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Sole Official Jeweler 
to Sigma Delta Chi 


Left to right, front row, we have: W. 
Vice-President; Ward A. Neff, Past President 


First Vice-President; and George F. 
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The Ninth Annual Convention 


(Because of the reason that the 1923 Convention accompiished more than any three previous sessions, it is impossible to give the 
entire proceedings in the allotted 16 pages. The remaining minutes and a report of the splendid social features of the convention, as well 


nual convention at the Minnesota Union 
building, University of Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., at 10:15 A, M. Monday, 


November 18. 

The meeting was called to order by 
R. R. Barlow, head of the department of 
journalism at the University of. Minne- 
sota, who extended the greetings of the 
department, the University, and the 
local chapter to the visiting delegates 
and officers. He intredesiad President 
Lotus D. Coffman, of the University of 
Minnesota. 

President Coffman extended the heart- 
iest greetings to the assembled delegates 
on behalf of the university, and for - 


self. He asked the delegates to make 
known any of the wants for comfort or 
accommodation. 


“I feel that I have a very definite 
kinship for all newspaper men”, he 
said. “I have been interviewed so often, 
and so often quoted without interview 
that I think I know something of the 
profession. In addition, members of my 
family are also connected with the work. 


“From the point of view of the lay-' 


man, there is a hesitation to prepare for 
the profession of journalism as fully as it 
ought to be prepared for. There is an 
unwillingness on the part of the candi- 
date to pay the price of preparation. 
The question often arises for those who 
are about to enter the business, ‘shall I 
substitute travel for training?’ 

“The answer to this is usually ‘no’; 
for there is necessary to the complete 
understanding of the work a background 
of the fundamental! things of education— 
political science, economics, and a thoro 
grounding in the arts. A traveller is 
apt to be a drifter, and may end his life 
by writing small stuff that has little 
*kick’ to it. He never has been an ap- 
prentice. 

“The time has come in the field of 
journalism to require an apprenticeship, 
a period of many years’ training. In 
other fields, it is a requirement, and the 
rigors of the work in other fields are 
usually such as to require an apprentice- 
ship even less than the profession of 
journalism. 

“If the question is asked of a success- 
ful man ‘what would you do if you had 
oy life to live over again?’ he would 

a hypocrite to his work if he did not 
reply ‘just as I have done’. Success in 
any field is coming to depend more than 


Sigma Delta Chi opened its 1928 an-. 


as announcement of the prize winners in the Quill Contest for Alumni will appear in the January issue.) 





ever on adequate training. It is neces- 
sary in this day and age to be doing 
something constructive, too. 

“I think the chief weakness of the 
modern newspaper is the degree to which 
they play the sensational and the un- 

. There is too much of the divorce 
court stuff, and too many half digested 
articles. There is not enough informa- 
tion. I have kept clippings of so-called 
interviews with myself—those which 
were unauthorized. I now have a drawer 
half ful! of them. The newspaper man 
must be taught to get his material from 
the original source. 

“The author of the editorials which ap- 
pear in the newspapers today should be 

inking in terms of construction, not of 
destruction, as too many of them seem 
to be doing. It is not successful editor- 
ials that foments discord. H. G. Wells 
is what I call a success. Lord North- 
ciiffe and Lloyd George are both failures. 
The latter two took the world as it 
came, and used it for their own purposes. 
They were spendthrifts of inaptitude, and 
led lives of inflation. They had no pride 
in pe but only in their own lives. 

“Lioyd George might have been a 
benefit to the world, but he dealt in com- 
mon stuff—gave the people what they 
thought they wanted, and sold his news- 
papers to more people. 

“The newspaper writers must go back 
to the habit of research to find the true 
facts of each case which they give to the 
world. The public is reading today far 
more than ever before. A fair share of 
the responsibility for what the public 
reads should rest on the shoulders of the 
publicity man. Immediate success in the 
matter of newspaper work depends not 
on work, but perhaps on flashes of 

nius. Ultimate success depends on a 
ong period of apprenticeship, training, 
and a high regard for the truth. 

“Right now, you men have a chance 
to be leaders of student opinion, which is 
public opinion, in a pretty advanced 
stage. The judgment of students is 
sound, on the whole, and differs little 
from that of the outside public. You can 
help build our educational institutions 
greater and yarn 

Mr. Barlow introduced Ward A. Neff, 
president of the fraternity, who respond- 
ed to the address of welcome. e in- 
cluded expressions of regret at the pass- 
ing of a pleasant term of presidency, 
and thanks to the officers and directors 





of the fraternity for aid in conducting 


= affairs of the year to a successful 
close. 
The preliminary meeting was declared 


adjourned at 10:40 A. M., for later ad- 
journment in regular session. 

The first regular business session of 
the convention of Sigma Delta Chi was 
called to order by President Neff a few 
tninutes later. 

Ford Wilkins and Everett Heuer were 
introduced as convention secretaries. 

Under the head of convention business, 
President Neff read a list of the commit- 
tees selected to outline the work of tiie 
convention, with their duties. 

President Neff next read his report, 
prepared for the convention: 





REPORT OF PRESIDENT 


to 
NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Foremost among the duties of the na- 
tional officers of a fraternity, if our un- 
derstanding is correct, is that of carrying 
out the policies enunciated by the mem- 
bership in annual convention. The poli- 
cies in the main laid down by the Eighth 
Annual Convention of Sigma Delta Chi 
involved s g toa ter extent, 
within the fraternity and outside, pro- 
fessional ethics and ideals; organization 
of our alumni, and the development of a 
better magazine. These, therefore, are 
the three chief ends toward which we 
have endeavored to make progress during 
the year just elapsed—it is for you to 
judge with what success. 

Efficiency and Idealism. 

Before touching upon these subjects 
let me say that we have been guided in 
all of our efforts by the feeling that our 
idealism must be combined with efficien- 


highest efficiency in ad 
main undeveloped, or for failure to con- 
duct all of our o tions on the sound- 
est financial 


seem 
a t in efforts to 

nm spen ‘0 secure greater 
cohesion thruout the and 
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for those who follow. We refer to such 
matters as the forinulation of uniform 


constitution and by-laws for alumni 
chapters which will lead to uniformity 
of purpose among them as they are or- 
ganized; the establishment of a system 
of semi-annual and annua! reports for 
active and alumni chapters, which will 
enable the fraternity to keep track of 
its active, associate and alumni member- 
ship; the adoption of a constitution and 
by-laws by the executive council and the 
creation within its membership of an 
executive committee, which wil! permit 
it to function more effectively; and pre- 
aratory steps toward a uniform account- 
ing system which, if favorably consider- 
ed by this convention and established, it 
is hoped will eliminate some of the 
financial entanglements in which some 
chapters have at times become involved. 
These matters all involve much more 
than can be seen upon the surface and 
have consumed a great deal of time and 
energy. 

Limited financial resources, needless 
to say, have been a handicap thruout 
all of our work. 


Emphasis on Ethics. 


Returning now to the first of the poli- 
cies laid down by the Manhattan conven- 
tion: Our efforts to stress professional 
ethics have consisted chiefly of contests 
designed to develop illustrative and dis- 
cussional material from our own under- 
graduate and alumni ranks. The best 
of this material has been or will be 
printed in the Quill, thus bringing it to 
the attention of our own members. Other 
publicity has been secured for it which 
will help spread such thought in the 
ranks of the profession. These contests 
have been made possible by individual 
contributions. Another undergraduate 
contest extending beyond the ranks of 
the fraternity, which rewards reportorial 
achievement, was made possible by the 
Iowa State Chapter, which donated tlie 
award, 

The financial handicap is greatest in 
this phase of our work and it remains 
for the fraternity to continue the work 
as best it can thru the voluntary con- 
tributions of its chapters and members, 
or it must seek financial support for this 
purpose from outside sources. I com- 
mend this question to this convention for 
discussion. 

The reports of the Alumni Secretary 
and the Quill Board wil] cover in detail 
what has been accomplished toward the 
other two main objectives. I will confine 
my remarks therefore to some consider- 
ations of policy with personal recom- 
mendations for the future. I regard 
these two problems as the chief issues 
with which the fraternity at present has 
to deal. 

The Alumni Question. 


The alumni question divides itself into 
two general aspects: 

First, if Sigma Delta Chi is in any 
great degree to accomplish its purpose 
it must not omit from consideration its 
alumni. If it is to make itself a force 
for betterment in American journalism 
or indeed, since we are assuming an in- 
ternational aspect, the journalism of the 
world, it dare not fail to establish ery 
contact by which its alumni may refres 
themselves in its ideals. Sigma Delta 
Chi cannot be a force nationally or in- 
ternationally unless it is a force thru its 








alumni in their respective communities. 

Second, continued growth of the fra- 
ternity and expansion of its work de- 
mands expansion of its revenues. To 
date substantially every expense of 
Sigma Delta Chi has been paid by its 
initiates at the time of initiation. This 
policy cannot be successfully continued 
as the fraternity grows. We must, there- 
fore, look to the alumni for financial 
support. The alumni chapter is the only 
channel thru which the alumnus may be 
successfully reached as a source of 
revenue. 

Thus, this convention should consider 
ways and means of ber poss with 
alumni organization and of maintainin 
interest and life in those chapters which 
have already been brought into exist- 


ence. 
Future of the Quill. 


The chief asset of the fraternity in 
maintaining contacts with its members, 
active, alumni and associate, is its mag- 
azine, the Quill. Its chief asset in esta 
lishing its ideals is the Quill. There is 
unanimity of opinion thruout the fratern- 
ity that as a magazine for, of and by 
journalists, it should be the best profes- 
sional magazine published. What, then, 
is the deterrent? The answer in the 
past and now is limited revenue. This 
always will be the answer unless an 
adequate financing plan is formulated 
and followed. The Quill will be able to 
gain some slight additional revenue thru 
alumni subscriptions if an alumni pro- 
gram is successfully carried thru. In 
the aggregate, it has but little to hope 
for from the standpoint of advertising 
revenue because of its comparatively 
small circulation. As I personally see it, 
there is but one hope of making it the 
publication which we all want it to be, 
and that will require a few years time. 


Quill Permanent Endowment. 
I ye the creation of a yin 
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT ND 
thru the establishment of a subscription 
plan under which each member of the 
fraternity would become a paid-up sub- 
scriber for life at the date of his initia~ 
tion. This subscription fee would be 
used in the creation of the endowment, 
which would be placed in the hands of 
trustees under bond for investment. The 
income from the fund should approxi- 
mate 6% or better and only this amount 
would be available to the Quill Publica- 
tion Board for use in operating the 
magazine. The endowment would be in- 
creased each year by the subscription 
fees of new initiates and the income 
from the fund would increase according- 
ly. There would therefore automatically 
be more money available each year for 
improvement in the magazine and the 
assets of the fraternity would be in- 
creased. Further thought on such a plan 
will be put in the hands of the Quill and 
Finance Committees looking toward defi- 
nite consideration of such plan by this 
convention. 
The Budget System. 
Considering the general finance of the 
fraternity, a great forward stride will 
be taken by this convention if it con- 
siders favorably a budget system under 
which expenditures for every branch of 
activity are definitely planned and limit- 
ed so that the organization will constant- 
ly live within its income. 
You have also to consider reports of 






three permanent committees: 
Code of Ethics, 
The Permanent Committee on Ethics 
is ready to present further material. It © 
is high time that Sigma Delta Chi gave © 
definite expression to its ethical behefs 
and ideals. ; 
Constitution Revision. zy 

You are already familiar with the 


work being done by the Permanent Com- — 


mittee on Constitution authorized by the © 
last convention. This committee has un- 
dertaken to so revise our present consti- 


tution that existing conflicts will be a 


eliminated and to divide it so that only 
the great fundamental rules of conduct 
will be included in the constitution 
proper. This document thereafter should 
require little future change. The re- 
mainder of our present constitution 
would become “By-laws” or a “Code of 
Convention Enactments” subject to re- 
vision as necessity requires. 

A report will also be received from the 
ritual committee. 

Limitation of President’s Term. 

The limitation of the term of office 
of the president to one year, it seems to 
me, should be altered by this convention 
so that a particularly efficient and in- 
terested executive may be retained in 
the service of the fraternity as president 
two, or possibly three, years, the new 

rovision to become effective with the 

enth Annual Convention. I recognize 
that the present restriction is born of a 
—_ of fair play and a desire to pass 
the “honor” around. Sigma Delta Chi 
however, is a young organization. This 
means that the number of men available 
who can devote the time necessary to 
efficient leadership is limited. When an 
incumbent is found particularly capable, 
it would seem undesirable, therefore, to 
sacrifice the fraternity’s opportunity. 
Furthermore, thru electing for the one 
year term the fraternity always retains 
the right to dispense with the leader- 
ship of an unsatisfactory officer. 

Chapter Relations. 

I wish to congratulate those active 
chapters which have during the year es- 
tablished closer relationship with the na- 
tional organization. Some chapters, 
however, are still notably delinquent in 
this respect. This is a matter of annual 
complaint and you should he es | con- 
sider ways and means of eliminating its 
cause. 

As one step toward this end, I recom- 
mend the adoption of a definite period, 
a certain three weeks in the spring for 
example, during which all active chapter 
elections would be held. Results of all 
elections would then be certified to the 
National Secretary at one specified time. 
This information would enable him to 
establish immediate contacts with incom- 
ing chapter officers. This is impossible 
at present. 

Professionalism. 

This convention, it seems to me, should 
also definitely define “Professionalism” 
as it applies to selection of our member- 
ship and devise ways and means of se- 
curing from the chapters more strict 
adherence to professional requirements 
in selecting members. There is still 
evidence that here and there chap- 
ters are pledging men for campus po- 
litical reasons rather than because of 
their ability and professional intentions. 
A distinctly honorary tendency is dis- 
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interests of journalists engaged in profession- 
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“Sigma Delta Chi declares itself as 
solidiy opposed to the debasement of 
the press as an institution and of 
journalism as a profession, by any 
peo ge to morbid and depeaven curi- 
osity. . 

“Its members belleve firmly that the 
good taste and intelligence of the pub- 
lic are often greatly underestimated, 
with resuitant production of publica- 
tions that neither honor journalism 
nor serve democracy... The press will 
render distinct service to the public 
if it will moderate its reports with 
respect to transgressions of moral 
laws. Sordid details and gross over- 
emphasis of the importance of such 
news are too common to need citation, 
and merit unreserved condemnation.” 
ee adopted at 1922 Conven- 

on. 











cernible in some chapters which at times 
are reported as ranking favorable on the 
campus with such and such _ honor 
society. The transmission of a pledge 
slip to our National Secretary indicating 
that an initiate intends to practice 
journalism when he does not is Gosont 
dishonesty on the part of both the ap- 
plicant for membership and the chapter. 
It should not be allowed to go unpunish- 
ed, even by suspension or expulsion. 
Co-operation With Schools. 

It is undoubtedly natural that in chap- 
ters thus built on the wrong sort of 
foundation should be found practically 
the only evidences of lack of co-opera- 
tion with the faculty we have had. We 
do not in any sense desire our chapters 
to be controlled or dominated by faculty 
members, but Sigma Delta Chi will fal 
far short of its best results if its chap- 
ters do not co-operate fully with the 
journalism departments which have giv- 
en their birthright and labor diligently 
to promote the best interests of these 
schools. Complete harmony between 
fraternity and faculty is an essential 
part of such a program. 

Nebraska Case. 

These two chapter faults are con- 
spicuous, if not indeed the fundamental 
causes of disaster, in the case of the 
Nebraska Chapter. As you are aware, 
this chapter is under suspension by the 
Executive Council. The ease will be 
brought before this convention thru a 
special report of the Council and you will 
be called upon to render judgment and 
determine upon further action. 

Expansion. 

It behooves Sigma Delta Chi to con- 

sider such questions as these in outlin- 





ing its program of future expansion We 
must on before a chapter grant is 
made that the school offers such imstruc- 
tion in journalism and has such charac- 
ter of students in attendance as will 
enable us to maintain a strong chapter 
there on a strictly professional basis. 
This may be interpreted as advocacy of 
caution and conservatism in expansion 
for the next year or two at least. Thot 
and discussion in the meantime may ap- 
propriately be given to the adoption of 
the colomzation plan of expansion now 
being undertaken by some social fra- 
ternities. 

Sigma Delta Chi is strong within it- 
self. No little credit is due our present 
National Secretary for the fact that it 
is daily growing stronger. This is a 
source of pride when I hear officers of 
other proiessional fraternities describe 
conditions which show plainly that their 
organizations are tottering because of 
internal weakness, Size does not always 
indicate strength. We may all be proud 
of Sigma Deita Chi, but we must con- 
tinue to develop an unusual strength in 
proportion to our outward growth. 

I wish to extend my thanks to all 
those who have co-operated so fully and 
given so freely toward the advancement 
of Sigma Delta Chi. Particularly, I 
wish to thank the officers and executive 
councillors with whom I have been so 
intimately and so pleasantly associated. 
We have served together as one happy 
family. I wish I could give this conven- 
tion and the ange pe large an ade- 
quate impression of both the quantity 
and quality of the fine service that they 
have rendered. Not one request for as- 
sistance or for aid from them has gone 
unheeded. Not one duty assigned has 
been neglected. Every program 7 have 
undertaken has been carried rapidly for- 
ward and they have proved a fruitful 
source for new ideas and inspiration. No 
more interested, energetic, loyal or en- 
thusiastic group could be gotten togeth- 
er. To them is due your thanks for 
whatever success the fraternity has en- 
joyed under the retiring administration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WARD A. NEFF. 





The report of Kenneth C. Hogate, 
chairman of the Executive Council and 
First Past President of the fraternity, 
was read by Vice President Vischer. 
REPORT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 


In the intent of the constitution of 
Sigma Delta Chi and by nature of the 
fraternity’s government, the Executive 
Council is essentially an advisory body. 

Its members, scattered thru the coun- 
try, perform their highest function in 
transmitting suggestions to the execu- 
tive officers and in endorsing, criticising 
or modifying proposals submitted to 
them by the executives. 

Speaking from seven years’ intimate 
knowledge of Sigma Delta Chi govern- 
ment, the year just closed under the ad- 
ministration of President Neff has brot 
about the broadest utilization of the 
Council in line with the above definition 
of the spirit of its scope, in the history 
of the organization. 

Before proceeding with the formal de- 
tailing of the Council’s actions thru the 
past year, as and as a former 


President, which the Chairman by con- 
stitutional provisions must be, 1 must 
point out that one of the most beneficial 
results gained from the Counci] system 
is the enlistment of interest on the part 
of councilior-alumni in active chapters. 
In this nearly in ble accomplishment 
the — just closed has been most suc- 


Among the councillors are included 
men who, in this preliminary test, have 
demonstrated a loyalty and willingness 
to work which Sigma Delta Chi wiil do 
well to take into consideration in choos- 
ing those who shall serve her in the 
future. 

As Chairman of the Council, I wish 
also to express formally in this report 
my personal endorsement, although it 
has not been formally voted upon, o: the 
suggestion you will receive from the ex- 
ecutive officers permitting the President 
to hold office for a period longer than 
one term. 

With the experience given thru Coun- 
cil membership it is impossible not to be 


impressed by the importance of conserv- 
ing capable men in t office of leader- 
ship. Such men are rare and the supply 


will never be adequate and those who are 
available should utilized without re- 
gard to fear of perpetuating any admin- 
istration. 

Probably the greatest step in frater- 
nity methods taken by the Council this 
last year, on the recommendation of <he 
President, was the establishment of an 
Executive Committee which will in a 
large measure overcome geographical 
handicaps and permit a more coherent 
and workable vernment without in- 
fringing upon the Council’s constitution- 
al prerogatives. 

This Executive Committee as approv- 
ed by the Council consists of: 

President 
Secretary 
Treasurer ; 
Alumni Secretary 
Past President 

Its powers are stated, in an article 
under which the committee was placed 
in operation, as follows: 

“All matters of ordinary administra- 
tive detail shall be referred to this 
committee which shall have power to act 
upon them; it shall also e action on 
matters referred to it by the executive 
council or its chairman; and shall formu- 
late and recommend proposals of policy 
or action on matters to be voted — by 
the executive council; but nothing herei 
shall be construed as giving the execu- 
tive committee authority to vote or act 
for the executive council on matters con- 
stitutionally required of or specifically 
assigned to the council or authorized 
and referred to it by convention action.” 

“The executive council shall be inform- 
ed of the actions of the executive com- 
mittee as taken.” 


P ge Council approved alumni petitions 
of: 

Minneapolis 

Mes ar City 


Washington 
It eee the ting of 
gran 
Pres at the Uni of Toronto and 
voted against the pe- 
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tition from Penn State College. 

The Council adopted the Service of 
Remembrance and the Ceremony of 
Initiation, both integral parts of the 
new ritual, thus placing that ritual in 
effect. 

As reported in the Quill, a matter of 
news at the time, the Council, thru its 
member W. E. Drips, investigated the 
Nebraska Chapter and based upon Mr. 
Drips’ recommendations, together with 
those of the executive officers, voted 
disciplinary action against the Nebraska 
Chapter which in brief provided for: 

Suspension of the chapter pending 
final action by this convention and, 
in addition, for a fine of $75 with 
an apology to offended parties and 
detailed reports to the national or- 
ganization. 

The Council further affirmatively act- 
ed upon twelve propositions pertaining 
to the constitution and by-laws, among 
which were included provisions for a 
uniform graduate chapter constitution; 
a suggested set of alumni by-laws; uni- 
form accounting and record books for 
active chapters; provisions for semi-an- 
nual reports from active chapters and 
annual reports from alumni chapters and 
other articles having to do with the 
more efficient government of active and 
alumni chapters. 

This report would not be complete if 
this Council, thru its Chairman, failed 
officially to express its realization of the 
tremendous progress that has taken 
place in Sigma Delta Chi thru this past 
year and its belief that the policies laid 
down at the Manhattan convention have 
been faithfully and energetically carried 
forward. 

The Council believes that the year has 
been one of progress for Sigma Delta 
Chi and it is happy to have had the 
pleasure of working in co-operation with 
this year’s executive officers and to be 
able to congratulate the fraternity on its 
bright prospects for continued growth in 
usefulness. 

KENNETH C. HOGATE, 
Past President and Chair- 
man of the Executive 
Council. 
New York, 
November 15, 1923. 





The report of the secretary of Sigma 
Delta Chi, T. Hawley Tapping, was read. 


REPORT OF THE NATIONAL SECRE- 
TARY TO THE NINTH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION, 

Greeting: 

It is source of real satisfaction and 
pleasure to me to make this, my second 
report to a Sigma Delta Chi convention 
as the National Secretary of the organ- 
ization. For in this report I am able to 
detail a material progress and a fra- 
ternal growth which cannot but inspire 
in us a rerewed and a greater pride and 
love for our fraternity. 

Although in my work as National 
Secretary of our Fraternity I am brought 
into contact with the chapters in the 
main only in the process of the transac- 
tion of business routine, I yet am able 
to learn much of its own position and 
the forwarding of our Fraternity’s ideals 
and aims. So when I say that our Fra- 
ternity has progressed I mean that it 
has progressed not only in its business 











methods and its material prosperity, but 
that it has gone forward in its en- 
deavors in its professionai and fraternal 
activities. 

To launch immediately into details will 
probably be the most effective manner 
in which to bring forcibly to your at- 
tention our past year’s history of 
achievement. My financial report for- 
ey brief and undetailed, is as fol- 
ows: 


Received and forwarded to 


National Treasurer Kemit- 
ances Nos. 234 to 301 in- 
clusive $4530.00 





Received and remitted to Of- 





ficial Jeweler 1018.27 
Cash on hand and in transit to 

National Treasurer and Of- 

ficial Jeweler 457.04 





Bills outstanding and which must be 
paid out of current funds approximate 
$400, or about the amount which now is 
in the hands of your National Secretary. 
Which means that there was made avail- 
able thru the normal receipts of the 
Fraternity a total of $4530 during the 
past year. And it is logical to expect 
that a similar amount may be anticipated 
for the coming year. It has been with 
this expectation in mind that the Execu- 
tive Council budget, which you will re- 
ceive thru your convention budget com- 
mittee, was prepared for the coming 
year. 

Such an income means that the Fra- 
ternity is in a healthy financial state. It 
means that the days of financial hazard 
are past and that the Fraternity business 
can be carried on in a manner which is 
befitting our status as a large and im- 

rtant professional college Fraternity. 

ut it is not such a financial showing 
which might promote in us a snug satis- 
faction in permanent security. The 
revenue has made possible an efficient 
scheme of national administration, but 
coming with that efficiency has been 
born a desire to capitalize our strength 
and our progress in a still further 
striving for a still unachieved goal. We 
must constantly advance or our power 
will be lost in inertia. Before the con- 
vention is concluded you will hear of 
proposals for our future financial pro- 
gram which will represent our next step 
toward the goal of financial stability. 
The budget which has been drawn up for 
the coming year provides for the neces- 
sary expenditure of every cent of ex- 
pected income, leaving not ing to assure 
safety in case of adversity. It is to this 
phase of our future that we must pay 
particular attention at this time. During 
the past year I have put into effect in 
the office of the National Secretary a 
rather elaborate system of bookkeeping. 
This has entailed a deal of added labor, 
but it has been a source of satisfaction 
in that it has enabled me to know every 
day the exact status of my accounts 
and those of the various chapters. Re- 
cently this system has been supplement- 
by a scheme of chapter reports and 
forms which has served to relieve me of 
touch of the former burden of cor- 
respondence and also has made their 
work easier for the chapter officers hav- 
ing dealings with the national secretary. 
Last year in my report I called attention 
to the delinquencies of chapter secre- 
taries in the matter of prompt reports 





on initiates. Decided improvement in 
this particular phase has been noted, 
but many chapters are still far in ar- 
rears. Closer supervision of the work 
of the chapter secretary and the chap- 
ter treasurer must be exercised by the 
chapter president, for upon him devolves 
the responsibility of maintaining a 
high type of co-operation with the na- 
tional fraternity. ; 

I have made it a point during the past 
year to maintain a close tab on the cor- 
respondence of each 7s gad with my of- 
fice. I have record carefully the 
promptness or the delays of chapter of- 
ficers in acknowledging communications 
from my office, with the result that I 
have been able to grade chapters ac- 
curately as to their relative merit among 
their brother chapters. This information 
I will have available for the various con- 
vention committees for their use in com- 
piling their reports. 

A word as to expansion fits into my 
report at this place. One week ago 1 
had the very real ie of installing 
a chapter at the University of Toronto, 
Ont., Canada, our first “international” 
chapter. This baby chapter has a dele- 
gate present in this convention. During 
the year I have received numerous in- 
quiries on cog F possible petitions to 
Sigma Delta Chi, indicating a most 
satisfying interest in our fraternity in 
the colle and universities of the 
country. There will be before this con- 
vention the petitions of two or more 

ups seeking admission to the halls of 
igma Delta Chi. One petition, that of 
several men at Penn State College, was 
rejected by our executive council during 
the past year. Already inquiries have 
come from that college indicating that 
the rejection has not deterred the Penn 
State students from their det¢rmination 
to merit and achieve Sigma Delta Chi. 
Petitions have been coming from Penn 
State for the past five years and proba- 
bly will continue to come until we accept 
one of them. 


All of which leads me to one of the 
proposals which I wish to bring before 
this convention thru my report to it. 
Sigma Delta Chi is in a position now to 
expand. The machinery of ‘ts organiza- 
tion is working smoothly and with an 
efficiency which promises success to 
whatever undertaking it assumes. The 
chapters, while still by no means perfect 
in their relationship with the national 
fraternity, are well on the way to effi- 
ciency in their national relationships. The 
rapid growth of schools and departments 
of journalism thruout the United States 
and the increasing emphasis and atten- 
tion being given to journalism, makes 
it advisable that our Fraternity not only 
take advantage of this progress to 
strengthen its position but to assure it 
continued tenure of the leadership in the 
professional journalistic fraternity world. 
In case Sigma Delta Chi adopts a policy 
of frowning on liberal expansion, there 
might arise to meet the demand a new 
fraternity which would take over the 
fields into which our Fraternity can 
legitimately expect to go in the future. 

Farthermore, I wish to urge the colon- 
ization method of expansion. By this 


method we shall pick out those colleges 
and universities where the progress in 
journalism 


instruction and enterprise 
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makes it advisable for us to have chap- 
ters. Here we will encourage the forma- 
tion and activity of a prospective peti- 
tioning group. I believe that Sigma 
Delta Chi, after a careful survey of the 
field, might very well designate from 
four to six or seven points where the 
Fraternity develop a petitioning group, 
using its own alumni in this wor 

Next I want to urge upon you and 
upon the budget committee that » ag in- 
crease your appropriation for the Na- 
tional Secretary’s office next year. In- 
asmuch as at the end of the present con- 


vention I shall no longer be your Nation- 
al Secretary, I can urge this program 
with the utmost freedom. Your Na- 


tional Secretary is called upon to do a 
tremendous amount of detail work— 
time consuming work which has only a 
modicum of reward in satisfaction for 
work well done. 

I desire to urge upon you the necessity 
of setting a uniform date for the election 
of new chapter officers in the spring. 
It is essential to the orderly administra- 
tion of both chapter and national work 
that the new officers have the benefit and 
advice of the retiring officers for at 
least a short time in the spring. I would 
suggest that the first chapter meeting in 
April be designated as the time for the 
election of new officers. That will make 
possible several communications between 
the national officers and the new chapter 
officials before the close of chapter ac- 
tivity in the spring. 

Many other considerations which I 
might desire to bring to your attention 
will be detailed to you by other officers 
of the Fraternity or already have been 
included in the report you have heard. 
To them I merely wish to lend my en- 
dorsement and support. 

In conclusion, then, I want to express 
to the chapters my thanks for the uni- 
formly cordial and fraternal response 
with which they have met my efforts to 
achieve a sound administration of the 
business of the national fraternity. I 
want to especially express to Brother 
President Ward Neff my very deep ap- 
preciation and admiration of his tre- 
mendous labors in achieving the wonder- 
ful progress which has been the Fra- 
ternity’s during the past year. Whavever 
of success has attended the work of the 
national officers has been due entirely 
to his unfailing sympathy and aid and 
to his indefatigible energy and labors. 
And as much of appreciation as I can 
express is due to the other officers of the 
Fraternity. They have answered my 
every request for aid and in their own 
ispheres have labored mightily for the 

ternity. To them our thanks and 
gratitude is due. 
Respetfully submitted, 
T. HAWLEY TAPPING. 





The report of Peter Vischer, first vice- 
president of the national fraternity was 
called for. 


REPORT OF THE FIRST NATIONAL 
VICE-PRESIDENT TO THE 
NINTH ANNUAL CONVEN- 
TION, 

To the Convention: 

The First National Vice-President of 
Sigma Delta Chi is the officer entrusted 
with the supervision of chapter publica- 
tions. It is the duty of the chapters of 


the fraternity to send him a copy of 
every publication put out by its mem- 
bers. lit is his duty to inspect these pub- 
lications, criticize and advise if he so sees 
fit, make recommendations to the Presi- 
dent of the fratermity and to the Execu- 
tive Council should he Jeem any recom- 
mendations advisable, and submit his re- 
port to the annual convention. 

It has been the policy of this First 
National Vice-President to study and 
watch chapter publications as they are 
developed by their own publishers 
Advice has been given from time to 
time, criticism has been made, but there 
has been under his administration no at- 
tempt whatsoever to impose a censorship 
of any kind. It is his conviction that 
the publications of Sigma Delta Chi 
chapters will be most interesting and 
most worthy if the members of the fra- 
ternity are permitted to develop them 
along lines dictated by their own indi- 
vidual tastes, with as little outside in- 
terterence as possible. 

With the duties of the First National 
Vice-President toward the fraternity 
and the duties of the chapters toward 
the First National Vice-President thus 
outlined, and the policy of the First Na- 
tional Vice-President in fulfilling his 
duties this stated, this officer submits 
the following report: 

Publications were received from four- 
teen of the thirty-seven chapters of the 
fraternity. Whether that means that 
the other twenty-three did not publish 
anything during the past year, or were 
delinquent in their duties, there has 
been no opportunity to discover. At any 
rate publications were received from the 
foliowing: De Pauw, Michigan, Purdue, 
lowa, Missouri, Texas, Oregon, Nebras- 
ka, lowa State, Kansas State, Minnesota, 
Cornell, Oregon State and North Dakota. 
None were received from the following: 
Kansas, Denver, Washington, Ohio State, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Oklahoma, Indiana, 
Stanford, Montana, Louisiana, Maine, 
Beloit, Miami, Knox, Western Reserve, 
Grinnell, Pittsburgh, Columbia, Colorado, 
Marquette, and Northwestern. 

It is a difficult matter to classify 
these publications, for they range all the 
way from typewritten alumni notes to 
a song book. The most common publi- 
cations were the burlesque papers which 
seem so popular and are so dangerous. 
The most welcome ones, to this officer, 
were the few serious attempts at news- 
paper work. 

No attempt will be made to give any 
order of merit for these publications. 
That is omitted because this officer real- 
izes that the real work of Sigma Delta 
Chi students of journalism is not, with 
very few exceptions, represented by the 
publications that come to his desk. That 
is unfortunate for the fraternity, be- 
cause it deprives the chapters of a 
serious and honest appraisal of their 
work. It is fortunate for the First Na- 
tional Vice-President because he would 
undoubtedly be swamped if all the publi- 
ego in which Sigma Delta Chi mem- 

rs 


him for his review. 

The realization that the best work of 
Sigma Delta Chi is not brought to his 
attention is heartening to the First Na- 
tional Vice-President, for it must be ad- 
mitted that in his opinion very few of the 
Chapter publications sent him had out- 





articipated were to descend upon — 


merit. Several were good, 
many tiair. But the generai run was 
made ot pretty poor svuir. 

‘Khat is true because so many of the 
pubueations were these  bur.esque 
sheets. And they are titied witn trash 
about skirts and booze, poor materia: ior 
joshing. “Ail Backs Murdered” 1s tue 
biggest joke that one or these publica- 
tions could present, along witn “Uuce 
Co-kd Gets Gate”, “Handsome frot 
Snares Vampire”, “Lovers Caught in 
‘oils of Camera” which was handsomely 
illustrated. One of these silty sheeis 
had the distinction of being printed in 
red ink by members of Sigma Velvia Chi 
attired in evening clothes! 

This officer is not opposed to these 
buriesque sheets. He warns, however, 
that dangers iurk in them. And he need 
only point to the notorious example of 
“ine svening Shun”, published by the 
Nebraska chapter, so despicable and ut- 
teriy unworthy a publication that it re- 
sulted in the suspension of the chapter 
by the Executive Council of the trater- 
nity. If you must have one of these pub- 
lications, be sure yours is done with i1air- 
ness, tact, a clean mind and a warm 
heart. 

This officer hopes that some day there 
may be devised a fair means of judging 
the work in journalism of members of 
Sigma Delta Chi. The nearest he can 
recommend at this time is a contest for 
college newspapers, largely directed by 
members of the fraternity, or a contest 
for humorous publications, or literary 
magazines, to be decided at the next con- 
vention as a result of exhibitions to be 
held in conjunction with the next con- 
vention. 3 

In conclusion, hé wishes to thank the 
chapters who sent him copies wf their 
publications, for realizes that these 
were but proof the chapters of 
Sigma Delta Chi busy, but meager 
samples of the goed work members of 
the fraternity can do, 

PETER VISCIIFR. 





The report of the alumni secretary, 
Donald Clark, was calied for and read. 


REPORT OF ALUMNI SECRETARY 

TO THE NI ANNUAL CON. 

Vv ION. 

The office of alumni secretary was 
created at the eighth annual convention 
of Sigma Delta Chi at Manhattan, h:.n- 
sas, in 1922. The convention hoped taru 
this office to arouse the interest of 
alumni in the fraternity, to organize 
alumni chapters in those cities where 
there were sufficient numbers of a’umni 
members, and to work thru the alumni 
in carrying out the professional ideals 
of the fraternity. As the Quill is one 
of the best means of keeping the alumni 
informed on fraterfiity affairs, there has 
been close co-o tion between the 
editor of the Quill and the alumni secre- 


Much of the effort of the alumni secre- 
tary this past year has been devoted to 


the m of alumni ters of 
which there are now ten, six having been 
formed since the Manhattan meeting. 


The alumni chapters are located, in order 
of formation, at Chica 


ae stihoeeh 2, Oh Sinmmetpatin, ‘pitts 
ington, D. C., ; ae tease 
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able work has been done in the following 
cities and chapters will no doubt be 
formed dunng the ¢oming year: New 
York, Philadeiphia, Seattle, Incianapolis, 
Toledo, Cleveiand, Denver, San Francisco, 
and rort.and, Uregon, 

Bach of the alumni chapters has made 
&@ special report to this convention of its 
activities for the year. These activities 
in bret have inciuded reguiar luncheons 
or dinners for members, meetings in 
honor of visiting newspaper men ot note, 
empioyment service, joint dinners or 
smokers with active chapters, and the 


ec. 

The work of the past year has demon- 
strated the possibilities of alumni organ- 
ization. It is now evident that the alumni 
can be interested in the fraternity, that 
aiumni chapters are the proper organiza- 
tions to keep the alumni in touch with 
the active cnapters, and that the growth 
of the fraternity and its professional 
standing depend largeiy upon increased 
alumni activity. 

It seems to the retiring alumni secre- 
tary, after one year’s work, that future 
alumni work must be along three lines: 

1. A definite program must be 
mapped out for the present aiumni 
chapters to keep them interested, 
and to utilize this interest in the 
best ways for the fraternity. Some 
means must be used to keep these 
chapters fully informed on the activ- 
ities of the other alumni chapters. A 
regular letter at jeast once a month 
from the alumni secretary, and con- 
siderabie space in the Quill would 
be of value. An annual visit to each 
alumni chapter by the national 
president, alumni secretary, or other 
officer is possible at least for these 
chapters in the middle west and 
east. 

2. Further alumni chapter organ- 
ization must be carried on. At least 
ten cities offer real possibilities at 
present for such chapters. Co-oper- 
ation of the active chapters will be 
very helpful in this work as alumni 
chapter organization in any particu- 
lar city depends primarily upon find- 
ing the right individual to conduct 
the preliminary work. As a rule 
the younger alumni recently out of 
school have both the time and en- 
thusiasm to assure their success. 

2. It will never be possible to 
keep in touch with all of the alumni 
or even with a large majority thru 
alumni chapters. It is highly desir- 
able that these men be kept in touch 
with the fraternity and that they 
support it both with time and 
money. The Quill is of great value 
in this work, but at present there is 
no means of financing Quill sub- 
scriptions for alumni who do not 
send in their orders thru the alumni 
chapters. A yearly letter to all of 
the alumni might a step in the 
right direction. State wide or sec- 
tional state meetings of alumni un- 
der auspices of centrally located 
alumni chapters is practical and de- 
sirable, if it is preceded by other 
means in arousing the interest of the 
alumni in that section. 

DONALD H. CLARK. 





The report of the, national treasurer 
was called for and d read. 


The meeting was declared adjourned 


at 12:15, to convene promptly at 2 P. M. convention. 





AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Monday, November 19, 1923, 
Chairmar. Neff called the afternoon 


delegates present be given a vote in the 


Respectfully submitted, 
P. O. Narveson, Minnesot a, 


William Lindley, Illinois. 





session to orler at 2:00. 

Chairman P. O. Narveson, Minnesota, 
Committee on Credentials, made his re- 
port. Motion was made that the report 
be adopted as read. Seconded. Adopted. 

Report of the Committee on Creden- 
tials to the Ninth Annual Convention of 
Sigma Delta Chi: J. C. Cook, Purdue 

Your committee begs to report that Ned C. Broo 
the credentials of ail. delegates have 
been received and found in order except 
those of Louisiana and Oklahoma City 
alumni chapter which have not yet 
registered. e committee suggests t 


Chester L. Shaw, Ka 
Wesley R. Curtis, 


Foster Haile 
S. M. Pool, 


CONVENTION DELEGATES. 
Edwin V. O’Neel, DePauw. 


Martin Codel, (alt.), Michigan. 
nver. 
Walter Burroughs, Washington. 


Ohio State. 
Joseph F. Lawler, Wisconsin. 
Francis J. Starzl, Iowa. 
William P. Lindley, Illinois. 

, Missouri. 

r., Texas. 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION OF SIGMA DELTA CHI 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.,, NOV, 16, 1923. 
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Balance from Manhattan Convention $1951.44 
Initiates, General Fund saws iisensictssiteeanialtia ie 
Tnteren Oe We a 84.75 
Aluamnni charter fees ccc 55.00 
Alumni dues ont 64.00 
Alumni supplies .. ion 54.00 
Fines and active chapter ‘supplies .. . 130.00 
Initiates, Quill Fund C 1995.00 
Alumni subscriptions to Quill as 39.00 
Balancc, former Quill editor’s drawing account ............... 23.80 
Total ... a $6591.99 $6591.99 
Disbursements 
Balance of Manhattan expenses $ 188.94 i 
Minneapolis Convention to date ... 44.75 
Quill 2503.47 x 
(Above Quill item includes petty ‘cash revolving fund $50) 5 
National Secretary’s Office— 3 
Misc, @XPemse niece ecccceeneneneeens 209.12 g 
Office help nvm, 260.00 - 
II .ceniaiaataintitetenconiii . 65.05 ; 
, Cec ETERS SE 
National Treasurer’s Office— 
Mise, expense 2-22.15 
eo) | esate 
" EO EE eT 
Wells Memorial Key .. ee ee 
Alumni Secretary’s ‘Office “ 35.00 
Alumni Supplies ait 67.70 
President’s Office— 
Misc, expense —............§ 28.97 
SS ST 
Total Pass Sr TAA EE OR 
Nebraska Investiggntiony 2c ccccecc eee 31.40 
TE REESE IE AAA 
Sundries Fran Chae Satan Be 8.93 
BE inccervctiitiisentaiiiatinien malian aie .. 2000.00 
, | RRR rt an ; $5662.00 $5662.00 
qeontiitlicens 
Balance in Bank $ 929.99 
Cash Balance im Quill Pram cece 988,25 
Cash Ba'ance in General Pumd 22 cece 00.00 
Cash Balance in Alumni Fund 222 £64.80 
Cash Balance in Emergency Fund... 177.44 
Total ... $ 929.59 Es 
U. S. Bonds, Reserve Fund . satudhastieni: aan z 
First Mortga Bonds, General and Reserve............... 2000.00 jal 
GRAND TOTAL, Treasurer’s Assets . $3129.99 ; 
(Signed) GEO. F. PIERROT, | 
National Treasurer. 
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George H. Godfrey, Oregon. 
Almer S. Monroney, Oklahoma. 
Nelson P. Poynter, Indiana. 
Herbert Brownell, Jr., Nebraska. 
Frank M. Reck, lowa State. 
Carl J. Shoup, Stanford. 
Charles J. Gieeson, Montana. 
, Louisiana, 
Alan Dailey, Kansas State. 
Conrad E. Kennison, Maine. 
Willis W. Thorn, Beloit. 
Albert S. Tousley, Minnesota. 
Woodruf Arbuckie, Miami. 
J. Meredith Lawyer, Knox. 
Staniey E. Hart, Western Reserve. 
Raymond Hare, Grinnell. 
John Y. Dale, Pittsburgh. 
Harry Wild Hickey, Coiumbia. 
Walter R. Humphrey, Colorado. 
Richard 8S. Hill, Cornell. 
Lindsey Spight, Oregon State. 
Martin Lang, (alt.), Marquette. 
Leslie Erhardt, North Dakota. 
J. A. Tawney, Northwestern. 
.Martin M. Kelso, Toronto. 
Chester W. Cleveland, Chicago, alumni, 
W. E. Drips, Des Moines, aiumni. 
George F. Pierrot, Detroit, alumni. 
Chester L. Shaw (Kas), Kansas City, 
alumni. 
R. R. Barlow, Minnesota, alumni. 
Francis Ketchum, Pittsburgh, alumni. 
Donald H. Clark, St. Louis, alumni. 








REPORT OF QUILL PUBLICATION 
BOARD 


A growing demand thruout the fra- 
ternity for improvement in the Quill and 
greater regularity of issuance was defi- 
nitely voiced by our Eighth Annual con- 
vention. Our Ninth Convention will ask: 
“What progress has been made?” This 
report by the Quill Publication Board at 
the end of the first year of its existence 
is to some extent, therefore, in answer 
to that question, 

Let me first say that any references 
herein to the conduct of the Quill by 
previous administrations and the result- 
ant handicaps under which we have had 
to work this year are made my,” as 
statements of conditions as we have 
found them and not in a spirit of criti- 
cism. Just criticism would demand an 
investigation of underlying causes. We 
have seen no reason for such investiga- 
tion and have merely assumed _ that 
prior conditions, of whatever character, 
must have been justified. 

The Eighth Convention ordered the 
publication of six issues, in designated 
months. These have all opeeneet, the 
majority of them on time. e contents 
of these issues speaks for itself, and the 

eneral editorial policy which has been 

ollowed is touched upon in the report of 

the managing editor to the board, em- 
bodied herein. The small size to which 
we have been limited has been somewhat 
a handicap. With a larger publication a 
better magazine would no doubt be pos- 
sible, and a better balance between the 
various kinds of material presented could 
be maintained. 


It has been necessary to practice 
several economies in order to provide for 
the increase in the number of issues and 
hold costs within available funds. These 
included the reduction in size to 16 
pages per issue and the elimination of 
the special cover stock which 
previously been used. 





Authority was given to the Executive 
Council to appropnate an additional 
dottar from each initiation fee tor the 
Quill if necessary, making availabie tor 
our use $6 in ail trom each of such fees. 
Up to this time the Board has not asked 
for this additional money. Our total 
expenditure tor the year amounted to 
$2,493.47, which includes $395.67 properly 
chargeable against the Quill tund for 
the year 1922, and which is within reve- 
nue tor the year on the $5 basis. 
Publication expenses approved by the 
aoe since last convention are as fol- 
ows: 
Office of Chester W. Cleveland. 
Publication Expense— 
Printing and stock, 
5 issues ................. $759.50 
Mailing, 
ing, wrapping, 
materials, and 
postage, 5 issues 250.63 
Halftones 0... 41.95 
Miscellaneous ....... 2.74 $1054.62 
Salary Expense— 
Salary managing 








editor for year 600.00 
Office Expense— 
Quill card list..mm 30.00 
Miscellaneous  of- 
fice expense... 46.27 76.27 
Promotion Expense— 
Revising addresses 135.95 
TNS: sesiswindts Se 1867.04 
Quill Board 
Records .................... 7.00 
Office of Frank L. Martin— 
Circular letters ..... 4.95 
October issue ....... 16.23 
November issue ..... 284.75 
December issue .... 283.50 579.43 
Grand total .... 2453.47 


This total is slightly in excess of 
estimates for the year formulated in 
April, when current operation figures 
first became available. We will present 
to the finance committee an expense 
budget covering normal costs for 1924 
for a 16 pp. magazine, in the aggregate 
slightly under this year’s total expense. 

eipts do not actually come into our 
hands, and we are unable to present 
comes on available revenue, therefore, 
other than those furnished us by the Na- 
tional Treasurer, which are as follows: 


Initiates. ......................$1995.00 
Alumni subscrip- 
Se TR 


Former Editor —........ 23.80 $2057.80 

From these figures it will be seen that 
total expenditures for the year have ex- 
ceeded treasurer’s receipts by $395.67. 
Deducting the charges against the final 
issue of the fraternity year 1922, how- 
ever, the excess expenditure is reduced 
to $89.74 which is provided for by Quill 
funds yet remaining in the hands of the 
National Secretary. 

The oe editor reports $6.00 re- 
ceived durin e year from 4 subscrip- 
tions and e sale of back numbers, 
which smount he remitted to the Na- 
tional Secretary. He lists one advertis- 
ing account (L. G. Balfour) receivable 
amounting to $75.00 and shows a balance 
of $50.00 on hand in petty cash revolv- 
ing expense fund. 


We feel that Brother Cleveland has 





; 


given excellent service to the fraternity 

out the year, a ticularly in view of 
the great volume work which it has 
been necessary to do which is not reflect- 
ed in the magazine itself. I have refer- 
ence to such matters as systematizing 
the office, revising mail 


tan, Kansas, in November 1922. The 
December convention number of the 
Quill, however, was gotten out by Editor 
Frank L. Martin at the University of 
Missouri, 

“Meanwhile I turned my attention to 
the business end of the magazine. Sever- 
al bids were considered for the printin 
and a contract finally entered into wit 
the Pilot vee = at Plymouth, Ind., at 
a figure much less than that of the 
previous year. This arrangement has 
proved very satisfactory. 

“At the outset of my administration 
the _— — if rterly 
to a bi-monthly magazine. e January, 
March, May, Au October, have robe 
peared ,and the December issue wil] ap- 
pear after the lis tonvention. 

“I was forced to go through many de- 
lays in order to complete the transfer of 
Quill property from Columbia, Mo., to 
Chicago. A greater portion of the ma- 
terial, including the eover design and the 
mailing lists, was ..0t obtainable until 
late in February, and not until then was 
the January issue able to appear. The 
March issue appeared some weeks later. 

“Commencing with the May issue the 
Quill program was completely adjusted 
and since that time each issue has been 
gotten out according to schedule. 

_ “Subscription Lists: The Quill mailing 
list as received from my predecessor was 
in the worst condition imaginable. Sub- 
scribers’ names were written on light 
weight manila paper with typewriter and 
by hand with pericil and pen. Non-mem- 
bers and ae were so listed that 
one could not differentiate between them 
and members. There were duplications 
galore and there was no evidence of in- 
correct addresses pe killed, 

“A geographical index, carefully pre- 
pared, is one of the Quili’s greatest ac- 
complishments of the year. The name, 
chapter, and class, together with ad- 
dress, of every member is listed on a 
8x5 card. There are now about 2,600 
cards which require three filing drawers. 

“The index was placed in splendid con- 
dition by issuing a questionnaire postal 
card to every name on the original Quil! 
list. The postal card was enclosed in an 
envelope bearing ligne ont postage. The 

g 


results were gra and we now have 


one of the most complete records of 
rate, that the Fraternity has ever 


circulation of the 


“Circulation: 
Quill is about 2,600 
October issue a rappe! 
mailing en sich has 
late years. chang 
big financial savii 
tion of the Quill 
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has received the azine regardless of 
the fact as to whether he has paid his 
subscription or not. During the past 
year our members have been convinced 
of the promptness and regularity of the 
magazine, Your managing editor would 
therefore recommend that subscriptions 
be solicited from ail members whose sub- 
acti have rightly expired previous- 
y: 

“Advertising: The total advertising 
has amounted to $75.00 for the year, 
which is more than the year previous 
but which can be greatly increased by 
concerted effort. 


“Policy: The Quill has earnestly at- 
tempted to print only such news as would 
be in keeping with Sigma Delta Chi 
principles and policies. 

“It has been wholeheartedly behind 
the campaign for alumni chapters. It 
has at all times emphasized the profes- 
sional rather than the fraternal side of 
our order. 


“The enlargement of the department, 
‘News of the Breadwinners’ from about 
one page to four pages per issue, I feel 
has produced a great personal interest 
in the Quill and in the Fraternity from 
every reader. 

“Recommendations: Your managing 
editor would recommend that the August 
1924 issue be given over to a directory 
of the Fraternity to contain chapter rolls 
and alphabetical indices only. As here- 
tofore stated I would recommend that 
all alumni be solicited for Quill sub- 
scriptions, and that following the cam- 

aign all delinquents, excepting those in 
ournalistic work, be removed from the 
ist. I would also recommend the au- 
thorization of an alphabetical index to 
be used in connection with the now exist- 
ing agp he nm index, thus providing a 
double che<k on possibie errors. 

“Your managing editor is pleased to 
report sp'endid interest and co-operation 
from the alumni during the year. I be- 
lieve, however, that the active chapter 
interest in the Quill could be greatly 
strengthened. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHESTER W. CLEVELAND. 

We do not commend to the considera- 
tion of the Convention matters herein of 
more or less routine nature, which we 
regard as fully within the province of 
this Board. We believe the delegates, 
however, may proper'y consider the 
question of policy and the matter of 
utilizing one issue of the coming year 
for a fraternity directory. The question 
of continuing expired subscriptions on 
our mailing lists is both one of policy 
and expediency in the financial conduct 
of the Quill. 


For our own information we would re- 
fere to you a question as to the best 
means of insuring delivery of every issue 
to the active undergraduate members. 
During the last year the Quill has been 
mailed in bundles to the chapter secre- 
taries and dependence has been placed 
upon them for further delivery to mem- 
bers. This system has been a practical 
necessity in the last year, owing to 
lack of addresses. Another system would 
involve mailing the Quill to each active 
member in an individually address 
wrapper. This should be possible hence- 
forward, as correct college addresses are 


obtained thru semi-annual chapter mem- 
bership reports inaugurated this fall. 


While it remains for the Fraternity at 
large im convention to approve or dusap- 
prove the character ana conduct o1 we 
(wuill, we believe that a practicai method 
ol management has been tound in the 
present iurm of organizatiun. ‘ihe chief 
dimerence between the present and the 
past le in the employment of a manag- 
ing editor, the approval of ail ex- 
penditures, as well as the editorial con- 
duct of the magazine, by the Quili Board, 
and the handling ot all the finances and 
records by the svational ‘lreasurer. We 
feei that the year elapsed has demon- 
strated the superiority of this system 
over the old pian ot placing entire re- 
sponsibility and control in tne hands of 
an editor, 


We recommend, therefore, the elimina- 
tion of present constitutional conflicts in 
the provision for the election of the 
manag.ng editor by convention, but still 
placing entire responsibility for conduct 
and management of the Quiil in the 
hands of this Board. Under the later pro- 
vision the Board should have tull and 
complete authority to select and employ 
the managing editor, as weil as discharge 
him for cause. This plan would not, of 
course, in any way alter the present con- 
vention to convention fiscal year of the 
magazine. 


This suggestion is in accord with the 
act of the Eighth Annual Convention, 
and is not in any sense a criticism of the 
present managing editor, whose relations 
with the Board have been entirely pleas- 
ant and whose work, as before indicated, 
has been highly commendable. 


We feel, too, that the convention 
should designate by constitutional pro- 
vision which of the three officers of the 
Board should serve as its chairman. It 
seems logical for the president of the 
fraternity, as the officer most closely in 
touch with all of its branches, to be most 
active also in administrative matters per- 
taining to the Quill. In the last year 
your president has assumed the chair- 
manship of the Quill Board, but has done 
so on his own authority and entirely 
without designated authority. 

Respectfully submitted, 
QUILL PUBLICATION BOARD 


Lee A White 
Kenneth C. Hogate 
Ward A. Neff 


By Ward A. Neff. 


TENTATIVE 1924 EXPENSE BUDGET 
QUILL OF SIGMA DELTA CHI. , 


To Catalogue, Quill and 
Finance Committees, 


We submit herewith tentative budget 
of expense covering publication of six 
issues of the Quill for the convention 
to convention year 1924. Attention is 
called to the fact that this budget does 
not provide for extra expense incidental 
to securing up to date information neces- 
sary to publication of the August issue 
as a directory or catalorue of our mem- 
bership, nor for the additional publication 
expense incidental to the quality and 
style of type matter required. 


Normal Budget, Per Issue. 
Publication Expense—- 

Printing and stock ........... $160.00 

Wrapping, addressing, postage, 
mailing and materials - . 88.00 
Halftones 10.00 
Miscellaneous 2.00 
$210.00 


$100.00 








Salary Expense— 
Managing Editor 
Office Expense— 
Typewriter, stationery, post- 
age, cards, miscellaneous and 
extraordinary 
Promotion Expense— 
Advertising and circulation re- 
newals 30.00 
TOTAL $358.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
QUILL PUBLICATION BOARD, 
by Ward A, Neff, Chairman, 





18.00 . 














The report of the Permanent Constitu- 
tion Committee was read by Chairman 
Drips and upon motion referred to the 
Convention Committee on Constitution. 


REPORT OF THE PERMANENT 
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE. 


At the Eighth National convention of 
Sigma Delta Chi in 1922, the constitu- 
tion committee recommended to the con- 
vention that 

“A permanent constitution committee 
be appointed to search for any flaws or 
weakness in the national constitution and 
formulate their recommendations for the 
1923 national convention.” 

As a result of this recommendation 
National President Neff asked the u:wier- 
signed on February 13, to take the 
chairmanship of such a committee, at 
the same time asking Mortimer Goolwin 
of Iowa State and T. Hawley Tapping, 
National Secretary to act with m2. 

This committee began to function at 
once, the first work being to assemble the 
constitution now in force and .o gather 
up the amendments of the 1921 and 1922 
conventions and to combine these with 
the last printed editions of the ennstitu- 
tion. After cleaning out the dead sec- 
tions your committee prepared and had 
mimeographed a revised edition. Copies 
of this edition were sent to every chap- 
ter and to every officer of the national 
orgunization and in a letter attache.l to 
the copy was a request that any sug- 
gestions would be welcomed by the com- 
mittee. While the active chapters did 
not respond very heartily to the request, 
a number of the national officers furnish- 
ed valuable suggestions. 

From a careful study made by your 
committee of the present constitution, 
together with all recommendations furn- 
ished we have prepared a “revised con- 
stitution” which we submit for your ap- 
proval. 


The committee has not tried to change 
the spirit of the constitution, except in 
a few places, and wherever changes have 
been made it was with the puroose of 
making the finished product easier to 
uraerstand and to clear up ambicuities. 
We found that in a number of cases 
amendments had been added to sections 
= certainly they surely were out of 
ine. 


Another change that is worthy of note 




















December, 1923 


THE QUILL 








is the addition of a set of By-Laws. The 
original constitution published by the 
Fraternity carried By-Laws but they 
have been dropped. 

Whether this was done intentionally or 
not we have been unable to determine, 
but your committee feels that there is a 
need for By-Laws and will later show 
the cases which we believe will be bet- 
ter in By-Laws than in the constitution. 

Wherever it has been possible to clear 
up bad cases of wording without sacri- 
ficing the original intention of the con- 
stitution such changes have been made. 
However, unless commented upon the 
sections have remained intact in the re- 
vised copy. 

Before going into a detailed study of 
the constitution your committee desires 
to thank the lowa State Chapter for its 
assistance, both financial and otherwise 
in preparing the mimeographed copies of 
the constitution which you have before 
you. We also desire to express our ap- 

reciation to the National officers for the 
help they have given us at various times. 
WILLIAM E. DRIPS, Chairman. 
T. HAWLEY TAPPING 
MORTIMER GOODWIN. 





REPORT OF Ril COM- 


TTEE. 


Creating a set of by-laws and addi- 
tions to cover the new Endowment Fund, 
correction of technical errors, eliminat- 
ing proxy voting by chapter delegaies 
and making possible the re-election of 
national officers are the important 
changes made by the convention consti- 
tution committee in their report. 

The report of this committee is a 
lengthy one as detailed chauges have 
been outlined but with the exception of 
a few additions the spirit of the exist- 
ing constitution was left as it was. 

One of the interesting changes which 
was approved was the removal of the 
office of the National Historian from 
an elective office and making it an ap- 
pointive one. In view of the fact that 
a historian to act effectively, must be 
in close touch with the National Secre- 
tary it was fell that an elective officer 
could not get this close association. 
Therefore, the office was placed in the 
gection devoted to By-laws and the 
Historian made an appointive officer by 
the Executive council. 

Alumni members who have heretofore 
wondered if they had any right to as- 
sociate with active chapters have been 
given a definite status by an addi ion 
of a section under membership which 
provides that they can affiliate with the 
active chapter. only restriction 
placed on them was that they be ac- 
tively engaged in journalism. 

The appearance at the last convention 
of active delegates with proxy votes for 
alumni chapters also caused a change 
in the constitution. It was felt that 
the time might come when a delegate 
could collect a lot of proxy votes and 
be a dangerous factor if he were allowed 
to use them and a clause was placed in 
the constitution which allows each dele- 
gate one vote only. This would not 
prevent active delegates representing 
alumni chapters but he cannot vote for 
them. 

The new by-laws section containg all 
matters of finance and sections of the 


former constitution which showed any 
signs of a future Such matvers 
as the date tor the acuve chapter elec- 
tions and active chapter discipume were 
aiso piauced therein, 

Heretotore, it has been customary 
for the nauonal ofticers to hoid office 
but ior one year, with the excepiion 
possibiy ot the National Secreary. In 
order to ailow an exceplionaily good 
president or other ou.cer tu be re- 
eiccveu ihe consutution has been chaug- 
€d so Wat tne tame unis Of Olficinis is 
three years. 

‘une wacvter of ambiguity as to who 
Was charged with the sexcuon of the 
(wUiuli Managing cdilor was cieaired up 
Su Unat he as cnusen by aud is respvi- 
Sague to une rubilcation bOurd. A..0.ner 
luawer Coucermug We Quill wag tne 
masing oc we Nationa: Pris.den 
CNaituan of the fuvi.cation bvaru. 
anere was nothing in tne prvvicus cuu- 
Stauuon, to ueuuve Whe avuve respousi- 
blues, 

‘:ne constitution will be ed.ted and 
the conventuon asked W prov.de ior its 
Tepuvucation ag soon as ail Cllauges 
have Dech made. 

Uhalrmau vex announced that all con- 
veuuun coummitlees wound meet as soon 
as recess Was deciared. 

Mecess at 4:15, 

‘Lhe Vonvenuon was called to order at 
5:00 alter a d.U-minute session of com- 
mittees. Chairman seit proposed that 
tne morning session ‘luesuay ve opened 
at 3:00. ine Convention ag.eed. 

rroiessor F. W. Beckman, lowa State 
Schooi of Jou:Naisui, made a r_port on 
the Voliege seporter contest the prize 
tor wnicn was given by lowa State 
Cnapter. A treshman at the University 
ot indiana, James W. iihott, won first 
prize tor conducting a campaign tor the 
revision of athietics of Indiana thru a 
series of news stories in the Indiana 
Daily Student. This entry was “character- 
ized by Protessor Beckman as outstand- 
ing among many”. The prize, a beauti- 
fui gold watch was exhibited to the con- 
vention as well as the entries in the con- 
test. 

The motion was made that the meet- 
ing adjourn. Adjournment for the day 
at 5:20. 

Brother Tousley told of the evening’s 
plans. 





MORNING SESSION. 


Tuesday, Nov. 20, 1923. 

After the roll-call, the Catalogue Com- 
mittee report was read by Chairman 
Lang as follows: 

REPORT OF THE CATALOGUE 
COMMITTEE, 


The catalogue committee believes that 
the fraternity should have a directory of 
all members of the fraternity, active and 
alumni members to be included in the 
directory. After reading over the report 
submitted by the Pilot Publishing Com- 
pany of Plymouth, Indiana, in regard to 
the cost of printing the names and ad- 
dresses in the August issue of the Quill, 
the committee members suggested that 
instead of the publication in the Quill, 
the directory be put out as a separate 
and distinct booklet, so that it may be 
preserved by the members and carried 
in their pockets for reference when they 
travel to other cities. 










The committee believes that a special 
bookiet would cost less than the special 
issue in the Quill. The approximate cost 
for a 4x6 booklet, with saddle stitched 
binding, on comparatively cheap paper 
would be $160. ‘[his would inciude the 
cost of cover and thirty-nve pages of 
six point type printed in double coiumn. 
Adding $15 tor circulars to be sent out 
to the chapter secretaries to obtain com- 
plete lists of names and addresses of ail 
members, the total cost would be $175. 
The a ag by the Pilot Fublush- 
ing Company tor the August issue of the 
Quill wouid be $300. 

Besides the saving, and the compact 
form ot the bound bovkiet, the comm.ttee 
believes .that it would be convenient 
enough to be saved and carried about 
in tne pocket and that the traternity 
should issue such a bookiet. 

MAKiIN LaNG, Chairman 
GbWORGE H. GUDFREY 
WALTER R. HUMPHREY. 





President Neff commented on the re- 
port, pointing out that chapter records 
of aiumni are incompiete and that esti- 
mates presented by the Committee were 
insuffiaent to cover the cost of a ques- 
tionnaire to the entire fraternity as 
proved by the cost of the Quiil question- 
naire sent out this year. srother Reck, 
of lowa State, moved that the report be 
adopted as indicative of the convention’s 
desire for the publication of a fraternity 
directory. Monroney seconded. Motion 
carried and the report was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

A preliminary report of the Quill Com- 
mittee was read by Chairman Shoup. A 
motion providing that the managing edi- 
tor of the Quill may be appointed for 
one year, with provisions for reappoint- 
ment if desired, was adopted. 

Brother Shoup then read the plan sug- 
gested by President Neff for establishing 
a permanent Quill endowment fund and 
indicated that the committee was un- 
favorable to the plan because it regard- 
ed a $25 initiation fee as too high. The 
endowment fund plan, as proposed, was 
as follows: 

The expense budget of Sigma Delta 
Chi calls for the expenditure of approxi- 
mately $4200, divided $2200 for operation 
of the Quill and $2000 for expenses of 
the general Fraternity. These ~ funds 
are to be derived a!most entirely from 
initiates, who pay a $10 initiation fee of 
which $5 (or $6) is devoted to the Quill. 
At the end of each year these funds are 
entirely expended and the Fraternity’s 
assets have not increased. 

Under this plan of operation, further- 
more, there is little or no prospect of 
development of the Quill. embers re- 
main subscribers for the five years to 
which the $5 of their initiation fee en- 
titles them and the majority of them 
thereafter are lost to the ternity both 
from the standpoint of interest in it and 
revenue to it. It is highly imprubable 
that the Quill can grow in size or circu- 
lation from revenues derived from alumni 
subscriptions or from advertising, the 
former limiting the latter. 


To provide for permanent alumni in- 
terest; to secure adequate funds for o 
eration of the Fraternity; to provide 


definitely for an impro Quill with a 
constantly increasing circulation, and to 
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provide the Fraternity with constantly 
growing assets and thus insure its future 
of a sound financial basis, | propose the 
adoption of an endowment plan. This 
involves the establishment of a fund, the 
interest from which would provide con- 
stantly increasing operating revenues 
for the Quill. 





To Quill and Finance Committees: 
he pian involves an increase in initia- 
tion fee to $25, which would include a 
lite subscription to the magazine. After 
apportioning the present amount of 
revenue per initiate for general operat- 
ing expenses of the Fraternity (and 
temporarily—until the fund is created— 
sufficient to take care of current operat- 
ing expenses of the Quili), the remain- 
der of the $25 fee would be placed in the 
hands of trustees under bond for invest- 
ment. The income from the fund should 
approximate 6%. This, temporarily, 
wouid be used for building the rund, but 
when the tund reached suitable size, the 
annual interest would be avaiiable to the 
Quili Publication Board for use in operat- 
ing the magazine. The endowment 
would be increased each year by sub- 
scription fees of new initiates and the 
income from the fund would increase ac- 
cordingly. There would therefore au- 
tomaticaily be more money available 
each year for improvement in the maga- 
zine. Continued growth in the maga- 
zine’s circulation is certain, wecause no 
names would be dropped from the lists 
except thru death. Costs would of course 
increase, but since printing costs per 
copy decrease in proportion to volume, 
there would be an increasing margin al- 
ways available for improve:nen‘s in the 

size and quality of the publication. 
Examination of the attached chart will 
show with what rapidity the endowment 
would grow. According to these figures, 
the fund at the end of the first five years 
should produce sufficient at interest to 
cover Quill operating expenses and per- 
mit of a slight increase in the amount 
apportioned for general operating costs. 
In addition, the Fraternity would own 

investments approximating $38,000. 
This time, of course, would be reduc- 
ed to four years if the plan were in effect 
established one year sooner by assessing 
all of the present active members $15, 


making a total fee of $25 for them also. 
($7,500 received this coming year from 
500 members would in four years, com- 
pounded at 6%, grow to $9,189. This 
added to $29,520 accumulated from new 
initiates in four years would make 
$38,709, or $500 more than would other- 
wise be on hand at the end of five years.) 
The growth of the fund might aiso be 
hastened somewhat by selling life sub- 
scriptions to the present subscribers and 
alumni on a proportionate basis, for ex- 
ample say $15 or $20. 





In explanation of the tabulations: 


Column 1—Number of initiates—These 
figures are thougnt to be conservative 
aud do not provide for increase incident- 
al to Fraternity expansion, which like- 
wise wouid result in more rapid building 
of the tund. 

Coiumn Z—Total revenue at $25—This, 
being based on figures in column l, is 
subject to the same comment. 

Column 3—Quiil circulation, Illustrates 
rapidity with which Quill circuiation 
wvuld grow, These tigures are subject to 
reduction by number of expirations in 
our present list of 2600 and to the varia- 
tion suggested with reference to figures 
in column 1, Any renewais or lite sub- 
scriptions sold to alumni would of course 
otfset such decreases, 


Column 4—Apportionment for Fra- 
ternity operating expenses. This repre- 
sents total revenue available for gen- 
eral operating funds on the basis of the 
present $5 apportionment of the initia- 
tion fee. The total is subject to increase 
or decrease with any variation in the 
number of initiates per year and as in- 
dicated might be arbitrarily increased, 
for example at the end of five years, or 
at such time as the endowment would 
provided sufficient operating funds for 
the Quill and a direct apportionment 
from the initiation fees for Quill operat- 
ing expenses became unnecessary. 

Column 5 — Apportionment for Quill 
operating expenses—This, like column 4, 
constitutes an arbitrary apportionment of 
initiation fees. This apportionment might 
be subject to variation during the build- 
ing of the endowment. When the en- 
dowment produced sufficient operating 
funds, this apportionment would be dis- 


continued. (In the tabulation, at the end 
of five years.) 

Coumn 6 — Additions to principal 
fund.—‘Lhis is the amount remaining at- 
ter deducting the amounts in columns 4 
and 5 trom tnat in coiumn Z and 1s sub- 
ject to variawons in these apportion- 
ments. The annual amount wou.d be in- 
creased by the amount previousiy appor- 
tioned for the Quill from initiates’ tees 
when such apportionment became un- 
necessary, for exampie at the end of five 


years. 

Coiumn 7—Interest at 3%—This rep- 
resents interest on sums collected dur- 
ing the year and apportioned to tne 
fund. 3% can be safeiy obtamed on sav- 
ings deposits while the amounts are ac- 
cumuiaung for investment and tnereat- 
ter, for whatever portion of the urst 
year remains 5% or better can be ob- 
tained. 

Couumn 8 — New balance: at 6%— 
This represents the amount.on hand at 
the first of each fiscal year, mcyding 
fees and additions trom interest or ine 
previous year, which can be invested at 
6% interest tor one year on the balance 

Column 9—Interest at 6%—lIs simple 
6% inerest for one year on the balauce 
availabie for investment set forth in 
column 8. 

* Coitumn 10—Interest additions—Con- 
stitute the totals of the amounts in 
columns 7 and 9. j 

Column 11—Total interest and princi- 
pal additions—Constitute totais of in- 
terest in column 10 and principal in 
column 6. 

Column 12—New balance total—These 
amounts are the same as in column 8, 
the total of original principal plus ad- 
ditions of interest and principai at the 
end of one year being the amount avail- 
able for investment at 6% at the open- 
ing of the succeeding year. 

Column 13—Interest from endowment 
available for operating the Quill—At the 
end of the fifth year, or whenever the 
endowment reaches sufficient size, the 
entire interest indicated in column 9, plus 
interest on additions for the year in 
column 7 (which up to this point has 
been indicated in column 10), would be- 
come available for operating the Quill. 

In general, careful consideration of 
course should be given to means of safe- 
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guarding the handling of these funds. 
Authority for disbursing, aitering ap- 
portionments, etc. in buuding and nandl- 
ing shouid remain entirely with the con- 
vention. At the same time, there should 
be some elasticity in the pian as original- 
ly outhned to permit alterations by the 
convention as exigencies deveiop. 
Respectiuily submitted, 
WARD A, NEFF, President. 
In the discussion which followed, a few 
delegates agreed with the opinion of the 
committee that $25 would too large 
an initiation fee for undergraduates to 
pay. Other delegates objected to as- 
suming the responsibility of voting for 
their chapters on this question. Advo- 
cates of the proposal pointed out that, 
while the increased amount would be col- 
lected at the same time as the initiation 
fee, the payment by the initiate was 
reaily for a life subscription to a maga- 
‘zine which, as improved, would be well 
worth the money. Furthermore other 
fraternities collect annual national dues 
in addition to initiation fees, but this is 
not true in Sigma Delta Chi. Secretary 
Tapping pointed out that the convention 
is the governing body of the fraternity 
and the election of the delegate by the 
active chapter invested him with both the 
authority and responsibility to vote for 
the chapter on any and all matters 
which might come before the convention. 
Brother Spight, of Oregon State, 
Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
moved that the convention go on record 
in favor of some sort of endowment 
plan. Seconded by Lindley, of Illinois. 
Various suggestions were made of ways 
and means to accomplish the purpose of 
the proposal for an endowment fund, in- 
cluding reduction of the amount of the 
suggested total fee to $18 or $20. 
President Neff then spoke on the 
plan. He explained that the proposal 
was made solely out of a desire to put 
the fraternity and its magazine on a 
sound basis which would insure a suc- 
cessful future. He said it was not a 
matter for the officers to decide, but one 
for the delegates, and the question was 
simply whether they were able and will- 
ing to pay this fee toward the great 
cause for which the fraternity exists and 
for which it is working. “It is difficult,” 
he said, “for you younger men on the 
campus to see the great possibilities that 
Sigma Delta Chi has in its service to 
humanity thru better journalism. Nor 
could I see it a few years ago. It has 
been my privilege as your leader, how- 
ever, during the last year to come to ap- 
preciate in part the tremendous influence 
and power within us. Tangible evidence 
of recognition of the fact is being given 
us during this convention by the length 
to which the Minneapolis newspapers 
have gone to entertain us. They are not 
making large expenditures for our en- 
tertainment just for the ~—— of show- 
ing us a good time, but because they 
recognize Sigma Delta Chi as a factor of 
owing importance in the field of 
journalism. A suggestion was made to 
me last night by one of the managing 
editors of these papers that Sigma Delta 
Chi is the foundation for the active news- 
aper men’s organization of thé future. 
e question now for you to determine 
is whether Sigma Delta Chi is to fulfill 
its opportunities.” 
He then pointed out the present finan- 






cial instability of the Quill. Each year’s 
Coulecuous ace SUPpySeu LO Pay tue sUdD- 
Scripwons OL that year’s INuaves Lor tne 
nea. uve years. what is acwany nap- 
pemng 18 wat each year’s couecuons are 
devuved to the puviication OL that yeur’s 
magazines aud at me end of the year 
the .raternity 1s obligated ior four years 
more and nas no iunds with whicn to 
meet the obugation. if in a given year 
there were nv initiates, the Lraternity 
couid not deliver the Quill to those wno 
were entitied to it by reason or their 
puyments at the time ofr initiation. 
rurtnermore, no revenues are avauabie 
lor improvement, nor will there be, ex- 
cept by substantial increase in the tee 
to initiates. 

Brotner Neff then pointed out that the 
amount of the lite subscription tee is 
purely a dollars and cents business ques- 
tion. ‘the amount coliected from each 
individual must be enough to produce an- 
nual interest sufficient to pay the annual 
publication cost on that subscription, If 
only $10 per initiate were devoted to an 
endowment fund it would yieid only 60 
cents a year. This would not pay the 
cost of publishing a magazine of the 
present size and quality and there would 
be no margin for improvement which is 
necessary, and which all of our members 
want, 

Brother Spight’s motion was with- 
drawn and Brother Cook, of Purdue, pre- 
sented a motion drawn up by Brother 
Tapping in two parts. This was second- 
ed by Lindley, of Lilinois. 

“Resolved: (1) That this convention 
hereby creates a Quill endowment fund, 
and directs the executive council to 
formulate rules and regulations, and, if 
necessary, to incorporate the same under 
the laws of some favorable state, for the 
government of such a fund; and further, 
that the convention directs that as soon 
as such steps have been taken, the sum 
of $2,000 shall be taken from the general 
fund and placed in such an endowment 
fund; and further, 

(2) That the national fraternity, fol- 
lowing the national convention of 1924, 
shall receive $25 from each chapter ini- 
tiate as the national initiation fee, $15 
of which shall go immediately to the 
Quill endowment fund; and that the con- 
vention further directs the constitution 
committee to incorporate these resolu- 
tions into the proper constitutional pro- 
visions as amendments.” 

The first section was adopted upon 
motion. 

Brother Burroughs, Washington, mov- 
ed that the second section be presented 
to the various — for ratification, 
but after some discussion had taken 
place, proposed a second amendment 
withdrawing the first, the substitute to 
read: “Subject to presentation to the 
chapters and ratification at the next na- 
tional convention.” 

Brother Tapping urged that it was the 
duty of the convention to take forward 
steps. Delegates here at the convention 
are in contact with delegates from all 
over the country and thus see the fra- 
ternity in its national aspect and from 
the viewpoint of the great work it is 
doing as a national organization. This 


viewpoint will influence action here as it 
properly should, because Sigma Delta 
Chi must live and grow as a national or- 
On the local campus it is 


ganization. 








impossible to have this viewpoint in the 
same degree and it is quite natura! that 
more or less selfish motives would pre- 
dominate in voting on this question if 
referred to the chapters for action. 

On roll-call the amendment made by 
Brether Burroughs was defeated by a 
vote of 29 to 14, 

brother Hitter moved an amendment 
to the original to the effect that section 
2 be adopted, the new fee to become ef- 
fective with the opening of school next 
fall. Seconded by Pool, of Texas. 
Passed 34 to 9 on roll-call vote. 

Brother Poynter moved that no chap- 
ter be allowed to initiate members until 
after the national convention in the fa!l. 
Seconded 4 Burroughs. : 

The motion was carried on a rising 
vote, 22 to 20. 

The committee on transportation re- 
ported a pro-rata share for each repre- 
sentative of $75.10. 





Delegates were then seated in the or- 
der of ‘he organization of their chapters. 

Brother Heuer, Minnesota, was intro- 
duced to the Convention as the Ccnver- 
tion Secretary for the afternoon sessions. 

The matter of the Nebraska chapter’s 
violation of Sigma Delta Chi ethic< by 
the publishing of a yellow sheet “The 
Evening Shun,” on F bruary 24th was 
brought before the Convention by Chair- 
man Neff, who asked First Vice Presi- 
dent Peter Vischer to make a report 
on the case for the Executive Council. 

Protes‘s to the national officers came 
from everywhere. Brother Vischer re ort- 
ed and consequently the chapter was 
suspended by the Executive Council in 
April until action could be taken by the 
convention. In this report, the council 
made the recommendation that the chap- 
ter be re-instated. 

Brother Vischer moved that Brother 
Brownell be excused while the conven- 
tion deliberated; but Brother Tousley, 
Minnesota, objected, asking that Brow- 
nell be heard from first. 

Chairman Neff called for a discuss‘on. 
Brother Roy French. Wisconsin, called 
the attention of the Convention to a sim- 
ilar case before the Eighth Ccnvention, 
and declared that the Nebraska chapter 
should have taken a lesson from it. 
Chairman Neff corrected Brother French, 
saying that the Nebraska delegate to 
the Eighth Annual convention was not 
present during the discussion of that 
case having come nearly a day late and 
having left early. 

Brother Drips, Executive Councillor, 
who investigated the Nebrasl:a case, gave 
other details. 

Brother Brownell, president of the 
Nebraska chapter and delegate from Ne- 
braska, was asked to explain the sit- 
uation fully to the Convention, answer- 
ing all questions that delegates might 
wish to put to him. Brother Brownell 
acknowledged the mistake of his chapter 
and begged that it might be re-instated 
on the is of the constructive program 
it was planning. He read a letter from 
the Dean of the Arts college. Universi‘y 
of Nebraska, in which the Dean express- 
ed the wish that the chapter be for- 
given. Brother Brownell then answered 
several questions on the status of the 
Nebraska chapter and its program for 
the future. Brother Vischer read a com- 
munication from Professor M. M. Fogg, 
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head of the School of Journalism, Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, showing the desir- 
ability of having the right kind of chap- 
ter there. ‘lhere being no further dis- 
cussion, Chairman Nei requested that 
Brother Brownell leave the convention 
parlors while the case was discusseu and 
referred to the Committee on Condition 
and Supervision for its recommendation 
action. 

National Secretary Tapping address-d 
the convention, telling of matters that 
had come to his attention. Letter-heada 
used by the Nebraska chapter read 
“Sigma Delta Chi, Honorary Journalistic 
Fraternity.” 

Brother Reck, Iowa State, wished to 
know more of Nebraska’s constructive 
program, and Chairman Neff expiained. 

There being no further discussion, 
Chairman Neif requested that the Com- 
mittee on Condition and Supervision 
meet in private session for the muking 
of a recommendation for the Conven- 
tion’s action on the case, while the busi- 
ness of the Convention continued. 

The report was: 

“Resolved, that the executive council 
recommends that the suspension of the 
Nebraska chapter be lifted by this con- 
vention; that the chapter be plac.d on 
probation by this conventicn for the pe- 
riod of one year, or until the next con- 
vention, such probation to enable the 
chapter to carry on all its constructive 
activities with the restriction tha: mo..th- 
ly reports or activities and finances be 
submitted to the national president of 
the fraternity on the first day of each 
month; and that the names, with de- 
tailed individual descriptions, of all can- 
didates for election be submitted to the 
executive council for its approval before 
pledging.” 

The report of the Committee on Audit 
and Finance was read by Chairman 
Baker, Knox. Lang, Marquette, moved 
that the report be adopted as read. 
Curtis, Denver, seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried that the report be 
adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
AND FINANCE. 

Your committee begs to report that 
it has carefully and fully audit.d and 
approved in all details as supplementary 
to the proper record of the fraternity fi- 
nances to date of November 16, 1923, 
the records of George F.. Pierr:tt, naiion- 
al treasurer, and of the other officers of 
Sigma Delta Chi fraternity. 

A comparison of these records has 
been carefully made and the records 
have been found to coincide and to check 
with each other in all details. 

Your committee wishes to commend 
the excellent manner in which Brother 
Treasurer Pierrot has conducted his rec- 
ords during the past year, and the many+ 
ner in which the other officers of the 
fraternity have kept their financial] rec- 
ords. They were complete in every de- 
tail, and copies of their final reports have 
been attached to this report. 

Your committee feels, however, that 
the annual audit coramittee appointed at 
the convention or before the convention 
should be assigned to work with an ac- 
countant making its report, today, at the 
final session of the convertion. This 
accountant, we suggest, should be a mem- 
ber of the faculty of the university or 








college at which the convention is being 
held; he should be named from the eco- 
nomies faculty where we believe that 
expert aid to the committee can b2 made 
available. Whether he shali be recom- 
pensed is up to the chapter staging the 
convention to determine, but no account- 
ing costs shall be charged to the nation- 
al fraternity. 

Your committee makes this recom- 
mendation with no ulterior thought or 
implication. Again it commends tne ex- 
cellent work of the officers in the main- 
tenance of their accounts. But the book- 
keeping task is assuming greater and 
greater proportions as the fraternity ex- 
pands and its business becomes more 
complex. Ultimately we expect to see 
the audit conducted a certified account- 
ants employed by the naticnai fraternivy, 
their report being made to the conven- 
tion, instead of a report of this nature. 

The adoption of this report we shall 
hold as acceptance by the chapter here- 
after staging the conven.ion of the 
obligation of egpenrn d an acccuntant 
to work with the auditing committee as 
here recommended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARTIN CODEL, Michigan. 
J. M. BAKER, Knox. 

W. A. WHI FIELD, Iowa State. 

Additional committee aprointments 
were made by the Chairman. 

The attention of the Committee on 
Discipline was called to the absence of 
the Louisiana delegate. 

Brother Brownell, Nebraska, was ask- 
ed to return to the convention parlors 
to hear the report of the Committee on 
Condition and Supervision. The report 
of the committee was read by Chairman 
Earhardt, North Dakota. It suggested 
the reinstatement of the chapter on the 
condition that it be placed on prcbation 
for one year. Tousley, Minnesota, mov- 
ed that the report be accepted as read. 
Codel, Michigan, seconded. It was 
moved that the vote of the convention 
on the Nebraska case be taken by accia- 


mation. The motion was carried unani- 
mously. 
This report showed among other 


things, that payment of a fine of $75.00 
to the National fraternity hgd been 
made, that apologies to parties offended 
by the “Shun,” had been given and that 
reports had been rendered to the natio:.al 
officers since the suspension of the chap- 
ter. 

Brother Brownell was seated in the 
Convention. 

The roll was taken by Secretary Heuer. 
Louisiana and Oklahoma City were ab- 
sent. 

The report of the Quill Publication 
Board was read by Chairman Neff. It 
was received and upon motion duly sec- 
onded referred to the convention commit- 
tee on Quill. 

The report follows: 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
MILEAGE. 

The function of this committee is to 
secure equal distribution of transporta- 
tion costs to and from the conventions 
of Sigma Delta Chi. In order to do so, 
the expenses of each delegate for rail- 
road fare and pullman to and from the 
convention is taken. These various 
amounts are added together, and the sum 











of these various amounts divided by the 
number of chapters in attendance. This 
will give the average cost of the delegate 
to the convention. It was estimated that 
the cost to the convention this year 
would approximate $75. ‘Lhis estimate 
was exceedingly accurate; for the aver- 
age was raised only 10c. 

In other words, the average cost of 
all delegates to this Ninth Annual Con- 
vention of Sigma Delta Cai is $75.10. 
Those delegates whose cranspor ation 
costs were more than this amount will 
be refunded the difference between the 
amount they had to pay and the amount 
which is the average. But tne scheme 
is reversible. Those who had to pay less 
than the $75.10 must come across with 
the difference. 

In order to check possible mistakes, 
the National Treasurer had both the fig- 
ures submitted by the delegates, anid 
figures given him by the Michigan Cen- 
tral and Chicago Milwaukee railroads. 
But, as usual, for all this care, a mistake 
had to creep in. And for this reason, 
this committee wishes to recommend to 
this conventior ‘hat the following action 
be taken concerning the Colorado chap- 
ter: 

‘the ticket agent had advised this dele- 
gate that he would be able to make this 
trip in two days and one night, and 
would not need to pay out the extra 
amount for a pullman on two nights. 
This statement was erroneous in that 
there happened to be no day train out of 
one of the junctions, and this delegate 
was forced to take a sleeper for two 
nights. ‘Lhis forced him to pay out $7.50 
over his pro rata share of the conven.ion 
expenses. It is first recommended, 
therefore, that this delegate be pa.d the 
$7.50 which he is out. And, for a means 
of paying this amount, it is recomme.de 
that the amount which has been taken 
in for fines at this convention be turned 
over to this delegate up to and including 
the amount of $7.50, provided such an 
amount is to be had in fines. 

As to the failure of the Louisiana 
chapter to send a delegate to th- conven- 
tion, it is recommended that the Lcu- 
isiana chapter be fined the usual $25 
for non-attendance; that the Louisiana 
chapter be required to pay the National 
Treasurer the amount of $75.10, which 
is their pro rata share of the expenses 
to this convention. 

Respectfully submitted. 
S. M. POOL, JR., 
(Texas Chapter, Chairman) 
GEORGE F. PIEROTT 
J. A. TAWNEY, Northwestern. 

The recommendations on the Louis- 
iana case was referred to the Cc nv-ntion 
committee on discipline, the remainder 
of the report upon motion being adopted, 

A recess was declared at 11:15. 

The meeting met again at 11:50. It 
was announced that the afternoon ses- 
sion would take place in the Law Audi- 
torium at 1:45 p. m. 

Recess declared for lunch at 12:00 m. 

Convention picture was taken at the 
noon recess. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 1923. 

The afternoon session, an ethical pro- 
gram conducted by the Minnearolis 
Alumni Chapter, opened at 1:45 P. M. 
in the Law Auditorium with Perry Wil- 
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liams, of the Minneapolis Journal, in 
charge, after having been introduced by 
Chairman of the Convention, Neff. 

Brother Williams introduced M. M. 
Oppegard, Twin City Associated Press 
correspondent, who spoke on the gather- 
ing of news. He gave, first, in brief, the 
history of news gather.ng, then tod of 
the work of the Associated Priss, and 
concluded by telling of the h:gh code of 
ethics the Associated Press has. 

H. Z. Mitchell, editor of the Bemidji 
Sentinel, gave an exceedingly inveres.ing 
talk on “The Modern Cinderelia.” He 
stressed the point that the greatest need 
of the country weekly today is more na- 
tional advertising. National advertis- 
ing is to the country weekly what the 
fairy prince was to Cinderelia of the 
fairy story. 

Justin Miller, member of the Law 
facuity of the College of Law at the 
University of Minnesota, then spoke on 
“the Protessional Spirit.” First, he de- 
fined professional spirit, then toid what 
was wrong with it as applied to journal- 
ism, and then gave the remedy fo. the 
improvement of the professiona: spirit 
in journalism. He suggested, as a 
remedy, the licensing of newspaper men. 

A recess of 45 minutes was declared. 

Convention was called to order at 
4:40 in the Minnesota Union. After 
roli call a letter from the National Hon- 
orary President, Dean Walter Williams, 
was read, as weil as greetings to the con- 
vention from Past Pres. Hogate. 

There was word also from Brother H. 
H. Herbert, Second V.ce-president. 

Brother French, Wisconsin, sugges’ ed 
that regrets be sent to absent national 
officers, and Chairman Neff appointed a 
special Committee to express the Con- 
vention’s regrets at their nct being able 
to attend. O’Neel, DePuuw, was Chair- 
man of this committee. 

Other committees were appointed. 

Poynter, Indiana, read a number of 
communications inviting the 1924 con- 
vention to Indiana. Uhio delegates in- 
vited the Convention to Ohio. 

The morning session would begin at 
8:30, it was agreed. 

Adjournment was taken at 5:10. 





MORNING SESSION. 
Wednesday, Nov. 21, 1923. 
Meeting called to order 8:30 A. M. 

Reports of Active Chapter Constitu- 
tion Committee outlining constitution 
proposed for active chapters was read 
and referred to the Convention Commit- 
tee on National Constitution. 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
ACTIVE CHAPTER CONSTITU- 
TIONS AND BY LAWS. 

GREETINGS: 

Your committee finds that one chapter 
has drawn and approved but not adopted 
a chapter constitution which it presented 
to the Executive Committee for apprcval 
or amendment. This was designed to 
meet its local needs and to supplement 
the national constitution, by-laws and 
chapter manual. 

The proposed constitution has been 
revised according to suggestions of the 
national officers, and we offer it as a 
sample suitable for all chapter uses. 

Whereas chapters may have loca] and 
peculiar needs which are not met by the 
provisions of the national organization, 


your committee recommends that any 
chapter may, with the approval of the 
Executive Council, adopt this constitu- 
tion or amend it for its own use. 
Respectfully submitted to the Conven- 
tion by the committee. ’ 
HARRY H. HICKEY, Chairman. 
MARTIN KELSO 
HERBERT BROWNELL. 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION OF AC- 

TIVE CHAPTER SIGMA DELTA 

CHI FRATERNITY. h 

We, the members of—Chapter, Sigma 
Delta Chi, in order to facilitate chapter 
activity and estabiish a code of prec . ent 
to athe more perfect the continuity 
from year to year, do adopt this chapter 
constitution. 





L 

This organization is the—Chapter of 
Sigma Deita Chi National Professiona! 
Journalistic Fraternity. It exists by 
authority of Sigma Delta Chi and the 
will of its members. Any provisicns of 
this cons‘itution or by-laws hereunder 
enacted which conflict with any provi- 
sion of the national constitution or by- 
laws now standing or as hereinafter 
enacted, shall be null and void from the 
moment of such ar A arama» 


Il. 

Chapter memberships shall be of three 
classes, active, alumni and associate. 

Active members shall be those under- 
graduates or candidates for a bacheicr’s 
degree, who, after being duly qualified 
for membership according to the nation- 
al organization, shall h.ve been eiccted 
by the chapter, initiated and their records 
filed with the National Secretary, also 
those members from other chapters now 
in this school who shail be affiliated by 
chapter vote. 

‘his chapter shall have power to fix 
academic and professional qualifications 
for membership in addition to those of 
the national organization by by-laws or 
amendment to this constitution. 

Alumni members shall be those gradu- 
ates from this chapter who ars now 
studying in this school. They shall be 
welcomed and shall take part in all 
chapter activities. 

This constitution and any by-laws 
hereunder enacted are intended to sup- 

lement the national constitution and 
edaere, and the Chapter Manua) of the 
National Secretary. 

This constitution may be amended or 
by-laws enacted in each chapter where 
the needs of the chapter are peculiar 
enough to require it. 

The approval of the Execu‘ive Council 
and two-thirds of the chapter member- 
ship shall be required to adopt or to 
amend this constitution. 

By-laws not herein listed may be en- 
acted by a majority vote of a quorum in 
regular meeting. 





Report of the Permanent Committee 
ori Ritual, consisting of Lee A. White, 
Chairman and Cyril Arthur Player was 
received and referred to the Committee 
ou Alumni Crsanization and Sup; ort and 
the Convention Committee on Ritual. 
The report recorded the completion of 
the active chapter ritual and the service 
of remembrance. Attached was a sug- 

sted ritual constitutionally required 
or alumni chapters with a request for 
an opinion from alumni delegates present 





concerning it. The final report of the 
Convention Committee on rituai includ.d 
an expression o1 thanks for and approva. 
of the work of the permanen. Commutiee 
and suggested that the , roposed alumni 
ritual ve referred to the alumni chap.er- 
for recommendation and adv.ce and hat 
the Executive Council take acti.n as 
soon as the ritual was in satisiac.ory 
and appropriate torm. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CONVENTION DISCIr LINE, 

The commictee on couve..tion disc.pline 
recommends the following action be tak- 
en on the failure of the ,ou.s.ana Chap- 
ter to send a delegate to ths c.n.ention. 

First, that in accordance wiih the con- 
stitutional provision, the Lou.siana c..ap- 
ter be assessed the reguiar pro rata 
mileage expense. 

Second, that a fine of twenty-five do!- 
lars be levied against the chap-er. 

Respectfuliy submi.tcd, 
ALAN DAILEY, Kan. State 
Chairman 
ROY L. FRENCH, Wisecnsin, 
NELSON P. POYNTER, Ind.an.. 

Washington delegate moves report be 
accepted. Seconded. In discus.iug this 
report Secretary Tapping suggests that 
the fine recommended be levied at the 
discretion of the incoming executive 
council. 

Deiegate from Texas moves an amend- 
ment to the report to incluue this sug- 
gestion. Ameudment seconded, passed. 
Report adopted as amended. 

Commit.ee on Locai Chapter Finance 
appointed to suggesc ways and Means 
of meeting increased initiation fees and 
=_— local chapter finances repcrt- 


_ 





REPORT OF LOCAL CHAPTER FI- 
NANCE COMMITEE, 
Initiation Fee: 

1. It is deemed inadvisable that the 
fraternity or uny individu.i chapt-r ac- 
cept promissory notes for initiat.on fee 
unless they can be cashed at a bank 
immediately. 

2. Your committee recommends that 
where a prospective new member may 
have difficulty in raising h’'s initiation 
fee that he be warned in advance or a 
longer pledgeship be allowed. 

3. Where chepters are dependent on 
part of initiation fee for operating ex- 
penses your committee r-commends 
that your fee be raised this yea: in 
order to have a surplus fcr readjust- 
ment. 

4. Individual chapters must bear in 
mind that Sigma Delta Chi is a profes- 
sional journalistic fraternity and not 
the Federal Reserve. Oblig tions wi*h 
the national fraternity must be on the 
same basis to prevent that chapter from 
becoming delinquent. 

Sources of Revenue: 

Where possible a chapter should raise 
its money by journalistic activity. 

1. A chapter can become the rublicity 
department of the University like the 
Michigan chapter. If the institution 
cannot offer any pecuniary reward, per- 
haps it can give exclusive dance con- 
cessions on the night of homecoming or 
like event. 

2. Chief among the non-jcurnalistic 
sources of revenue, the committee rec- 
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ommends the use of the Gridiron Ban- 
quet. Many chapters have found such 
an effort very remunerative. Dances, 
football parties are recommended it 
they do not detract from the dignity of 
the fraternity nor cause the campus to 
lose sight of our professicnal ainis. 

38. Humor magazines and other publi- 
cations are recommended as an excel- 
lent source of revenue provided there is 
a field worthy of occupation. 
Book-kceping. 

Too many chapters are wayward in 
book-keeping. It is recommended that 
chapter presidents require a financial 
statement at every meeting. Separa- 
tion of various accounts such as lunch- 
eons, prizes, initiations, badges, e.c., is 
recommended. Respectfully submitied, 

NELSON P. POYNiER, 
Chairman. 

A. 8. TOUSLEY, 

J. M. LAWYER, 

Daly moves adoption,—seconded— 
passed, 

U’Neel, Resolutions Committee reads 
prepared answer to wire to be sent in 
answer to that from Past Pres. Hc gate. 
Chairmen of the finance committee mov- 
ed that the wire be sent during the 
next recess—seconded, passed. 

The Convention recessed at 9:15 A. M. 
and was called to order again at 10:40. 

Secretary Tapping announced that the 
ceremouy of remembrance for the mem- 
bers of the fraternity who have died 
during the last year would be heid un- 
der the direction of Professor Beckman. 

Brother Clark read a letter from the 
alumni chapter at Washington. Regrets 
for not sending a representative were 
contained, and greetings from the chap- 
ter. 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 


EXPANSION. 
Brothers of the Convention: 

Your Committee on Expansion desires 
to make the following report: 

Three formal petitions have been re- 
ceived by this convention and referred 
to the committee on extension. 

Of these three, after studying the 
prospectus of each petitioning b dy, it 
appears to your expansion committce 
that the local petitioning body at Wash- 
ington State the Alpha D ita Mu has 
proven worthy of admission into Sigma 
Delta Chi. Their petition, catalog 0. the 
school, their personal repres_nta ive 
sent here from Washington State have 
laid the proposition squarely befcre us. 

We find that the college offers 27 
hours of journalistic instruc’ion. The 
enrollment of the school is 2,300, 130 of 
this number are enrolled in journalism 
this semester. Last year, three hun- 
dred took the course during the two 
semesters. ‘The equipment of the j_ur- 
nalism department, inc_uding print shop 
in which the journalism students are re- 
quired to do practieal work, is valued 
at $18,000. They publish a payer three 
times a week, a comic magazine, an 
alumni m:gazine and various depart- 
mental publications. Every student 
majoring in journalism must take the 
27 hours of work in order to graduate 
in Journalism. ‘The local Press Club 
was organized in 1919 and from the pe- 
tition seems to ine’ude m*n who are 
worthy of membership in Sigma Delta 
Chi, The qualifications as to profession- 


al intent are the same as Sigma Delta 
Chi, all pledges being required to sign 
the same kind of a professional pledge 
that pledges of Sigma Delta Chi sign. 

Of the other two formal petitioners, 
information submitted by the local bod- 
ies is not suificient for your commi.tee 
to deem it advisable for a chapter at 
this time. 

The first petition is from the Press 
Club of George Washington University. 
A printed petition sets torth the school 
as a prospective location fur a Chapter 
of Sigma Delta Chi. ‘ihe loeal body 
seems to have misunderstood the rigid 
requirements as to the profcssional na- 
ture of our fraternity as evidenced by 
the presence of six law students on 
their chapter roll. If this Press Club is 
reorganized along absolutely profess.on- 
al lines and the requireme:ts for me.n- 
bership restricted to those absolutely in- 
tent upon entering journalism, it seems 
to your committee that another petition 
from this organization may be present- 
ed. The endorsement of the Washing- 
ton Alumni Chapter and other organi- 
zations at Washington, D. C. poin. to- 
ward the fact that this locai petitioning 
body is strong on the campus. In vicw 
of the fact that the nation’s cupita} 
would furnish a good location for S gma 
Delta Chi, your committee recommends 
that encouragement be given this Priss 
Club and that as soon us it is reorgan- 
ized on a professional basis, a petition 
be submitted to the chapters for their 
vote. 

Butler’s petition was wholly inade- 
quate as to furnishing information need- 
ed by this convention for the establish- 
ment of a chapter there. The consti u- 
tion of the organization, the Fourth Es- 
tate, sets forth that membership is to 
be extended to those students “doing 
meritorious work on any of the campus 
publications.” Since we have no infor- 
mation at hand about the schcol and 
know little about the organization, we 
would recommend that they be asked to 
prepare a more formal petition incor- 
porating in it the courses and field of 
journalism covered, the personnel of the 
petitioning organization, the enrollment 
of the school and the number of stu- 
dents taking the courses in journ.lism. 
It will also be necessary, your commit- 
tee thinks, to take a strictly prof«ss'on- 
al status instead of the apparent honor- 
ary basis that they now operate upon. 
‘Lhis commit‘ee recommends that the 
petition may be submitted to the chap- 
ters during the course of the year, if 
the above recommendations are curried 
out. 

The committee feels that many rei- 
tioning bodies are seeking chapters 
without first making a thorough study 
of the requirements of membership in 
Sigma Delta Chi. It is recomm nded 
therefore, that the nationa] s-cret_ry 
place special emphasis on the necess ty 
of petitioning bodies in furnishing all 
necessary information and making their 
petitions complete. A form letter writ- 
ten by the national secretary, comple ely 
setting out the qualifications for m.m- 
bership in Sigma Delta Chi, the n ccs- 
sity for a strong school or d°partment 
of Journalism, the journalistic ac ivities 
of the petitioners, and letters from S'g- 
ma Delta Chi alumni or members in 
school and from professors in journal- 
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ism at that sch as to the of 
the field of exte and the ca- 
tion of the local body should be sent to 


— of a chapter of Sigma Delta 


The commit‘tee wishes to go on record 
as favoring a conservative expansion 
policy, for it is necessary that cur or- 
ganization grows. Sigma Deita Ch. has 


a chance for a wonderful wor« and it’ 


is to be desired that we extend the 
scope of our principals to imeiude all 
schools worthy of membership in the 
national organization. 

We also wish to endorse the coloni- 
zation plan fer expansion. Realizing 
that this plan is the coming meth.d for 
fraternity expansion we \yould recom- 
mend that this be one of the matters 
to be taken up by the cxecutive council 
at one of its early sessions and their 
plan of coloniz..ticn be explained in the 
Quill and put to a vote of the chapters 
for adoption during the ensuing year or 
to be voted apon at the next national 
convention, at the discretion of the ex- 
ecutive council. 

We also recommend that no petitions 
be considered by the National Convea- 
tion unless submitted to the ex<cutive 
council at least a month before the con- 
vention convenes. 

Queries from prospective petitioners 
include Temple University, Fhilade phia; 
Trinity University, Wahahachie, Texas; 
Fourth Estate, Deniscn, University, 
Granville, O., Middiebury College, Mid- 
dlebury, Vt.; and Nevada Unvers.ty, 
An informal petition was received from 
Pennsylvania State. 

The committee recommends that the 
above named colleges be encouraged and 
that full instructions concerning the 
mode of petitioning be sent to them, in 
case they have not alreauy rec2ive. this. 

Respectfully submitt.d, 

ALMER S. MONRONEY, Chairman, 

CHARLES J. GLEESON, 
JOHN Y. DALE, 
CHESTER L. SHAW. 

T. HAWLEY TAPPING. 

Bro’ her Vischer moved that consider- 
ation of four sections of the i1epor. be 
deferred until the plea of the delegate 
from the Washington State Coikge 
Fraternity desiring admission hau g.ven 
his report. Seconded. Passed. 

Mr. Lounsbury, of Washington State 
College presented a plea for admission 
to Sigma Delta Chi from Alpha Delta 
Mu, of Washington State. 

Brother Pierrot moved th: petition be 
accepted. Seconded by Brother Bur- 
roughs. 

brother Beckman spoke strongly in 
favor of the College and of th: Chap- 
ter. “I feel that Sigma Delta Chi owes 
help in building to worthy orga_iza:ions 
as a distinct policy,” he sad. “I am 
friendly to the petition of Washi: gtin 
State, and I nope it will go through.” 

Brother Spight of Oregon spoke fav- 
orably in regard to the chapter, 

It was unanimously voted to grant a 
Chapter to Alpha Delta Mu, aud Mr. 
Lounsbury was seated as a delegat. to 
the convention. 

Brother Vischer then moved that the 
report of the committee on expansion 
be adopted as a whole. Seconded. Passed, 
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the petitioners. In this letter cnecur- “| 
agement should be given the petitioner ~ 
if the field appears to be suitable for a ~ 


ws 





